Task Force Looks at Domestic Violence

In a new report to Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld,

the DoD's Task Force on Domestic Violence made 59 

recommendations to improve the military's response to 

domestic violence. The American Forces Press Service 

reports that the report stresses the importance of 

preventing domestic violence, protecting victims, and 

holding offenders accountable. Task force recommendations

include: (1) issuing a "zero tolerance" policy memorandum,

signed by the defense secretary; (2) conducting domestic 

violence training for military police and police patrol 

officers; (3) requiring the investigation of every reported

domestic violence incident to determine whether a crime was

committed; and (4) requiring services to educate military 

spouses on the Transitional Compensation Program, which 

authorizes temporary income to victims of abuse while they are separating from their spouse. 

The entire 

report is available in .pdf format at http://www.dtic.mil/domesticviolence/Report.pdf  

The following Web sites also provide information:

http://www.dtic.mil/domesticviolence/index.htm

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/vawo/newhotline.htm

http://www.vaw.umn.edu/

