BANDIT UPDATE
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HELLO BANDIT FAMILY AND FRIENDS,


It’s hard to believe already almost two months have passed since the deployment has begun.  Time is flying on by and of course we all hope this to continue.  The guys arrived in Iraq at the end of March after a long couple of weeks in Kuwait, and have been busy operating in Sadr City with 2-5 CAV.  All of the Bandits have been performing marvelously since their arrival.  I couldn’t be more proud to be their commander.  All of the hard training is paying off.  The mission is demanding but the Bandits are up to the task as part of Task Force Lancer.    

  
As many of you know on 4 April, SPC Estrella was injured.  I am proud to report that he is recovering well and spending quality time with his fiancée and little girl.  We wish him a continued speedy recovery.  

 
The quality of life for our guys gets better every day.  We are now living in barracks with the majority of guys in two man rooms.  We finally have showers and functional air conditioners are expected within a few weeks.  The weather is getting hotter every day, so the sooner the better.  Also of particular interest for the guys is the new dining facility which is scheduled to open on the 5th of May.   

  
We have made a few changes within the company since our departure.  We would like to welcome SSG Kilpatrick from the Headquarters Company.  Sadly, we had to bid farewell to SSG(P) Mayfield as he headed off to Crazyhorse to be Red 4.  I know he’ll be a great asset to C/1-12 much as he was for the Bandits.    

  
I would like to send a special thanks to the Lady Bandits.  You are truly doing a wonderful job back there keeping the fire going for us.  Carly reports often all of the wonderful things you are doing and ideas that you are generating for the future.  Please keep up the great work.  A special thanks to those who are sending all of those lovely care packages.  They help offset the natural diet program here quite nicely.  


Again, thank you for your continued support.  We appreciate all that you do for us each and every day.  







- CPT Doug Chapman 


