Dear friends and family of Task Force 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry,

Greetings from Camp Eagle, Baghdad, Iraq.  We got into our area of operations a little over a month ago, and as you are aware, we have been quite busy since then.  I must say right up front that you can be incredibly proud of your soldier.  We trained hard prior to coming here, and it has paid off very well.  Every member of this task force has displayed exceptional discipline and courage under adverse conditions.  We are all incredibly saddened by the loss of two Chargers, both of whom had been members of the Task Force for more than two years.  Their sacrifice, like many others, is making a huge difference however.  SSG Pena (B Company, 20th Engineers) and SPC McGlothin (C Forward Support Company, 115th FSB) are in our thoughts every day.

As you will see from the enclosed letters from each company, there is a lot going on here.  Living conditions here on our Forward Operating Base (FOB) get better every day.  We have been especially heartened by the arrival of our contracted dining facility.  It’s been open for a few days now, and is enjoyed by all of us.  We occupied our barracks before they were complete, so we are working hard with the contractors to finish the electricity and plumbing in those buildings.  We also continue to improve each of the company’s headquarters building, along with rebuilding a unit chapel, MWR facility, and internet café.  There are many more improvements to come.

As we move about in our area of responsibility, we are truly involved in the full spectrum of operations.  Your soldiers are conducting patrols, attending Iraqi local government meetings, and overseeing numerous civil works projects.

The superb success we have had here in Iraq would not be possible without the encouragement of each and everyone of you.  All of us appreciate the sacrifices you are making in support of this mission.  I urge you to continue to be an active member of your Family Readiness Group.  Remember that the FRG is made up of family members just like you, helping each other. 

“ALWAYS READY!”

