Gambler Update V

14 April 2004

Gambler family/friends/fans,

  My last update was 16 March, so much for every 7-10 days as promised in my last update.  As usual I would offer an excuse, but it would be more as blah, blah, blah.  Needless to say, things have been eventful over the last few days.  I’ll attempt to provide some context, as recent events in Iraq relate to us, and also address some quality of life issues.  I know that everyone is extremely concerned about his or her deployed loved ones.

Tactical Situation – it is difficult to address this because the situation is still fluid, and what I write will most likely change the minute I hit the “send” key.  First, I would like to remind everyone of where we are located.   We live on Camp Black Jack, which is on the northeast end Baghdad International Airport (BIAP).  We are west of the “Green Zone”, but are in the city of Baghdad.   2BCT is involved in fighting insurgents in our area of operations (AO).  Over the past 96 hours this has been sustained and at times intense.  However, over the past 24 hours things have settled down.  For operational security reasons, I will not go into more detail than that.  Thus far, 2BCT has sustained no serious casualties in the last 96 hours.  Many miracles, mortar rounds impacting close to soldiers, but not exploding, enemy forgetting to set fuses on RPGs, etc.  Just as many act of heroism.  Our biggest threat to soldiers continues to be IEDs, RPG attacks, and mortars or rocket attacks.  We aggressively work to mitigate these threats through aggressive patrolling, sandbagging trailers, etc.  I can’t speak for the rest of the theater, but in the Black Jack area of operations make no mistake about it we are winning.  There is no safe haven for those who oppose our efforts of building a better future for the Iraqis.

Mission Support – Gamblers continue to occupy guard towers, patrol our area of operations, conduct mayor’s cell duties, man gates, as well as provide logistics support to the BCT.  Of special note, because of the hard work of all our mechanics, and supply personnel the operational readiness rate of the BCT’s equipment continues to be remarkably high.  What this means is that Black Jack soldiers have the tanks, infantry fighting vehicles, and armored HUMMVs required to do the their combat missions.  Our soldiers are contributing materially every day to the success of combat operations.   

Internet Cafes – great news the Internet café systems are up and running.  They are available 24/7, so hopefully soldiers are having an opportunity to email home now. 

Environmental leave – environmental leave for 2BCT has started.  A unit has to have 90 days in theater before program begins.   The key point here is that not everyone will be able to go on leave during our deployment.  Hopefully, we will get between 60-70% of our total.  There are command dictated policies on categories of who goes first etc.  I am working hard to ensure that everyone gets to participate, and that the program is managed fairly.  I must remind everyone that we are in combat operations, and my first priority is to ensure our mission is accomplished.  I will not publish names of those going on leave.  Please remember that FRG leaders have nothing to do with the environmental leave program, policies, or execution.  If you have questions, please contact your company rear detachment personnel.  I will send more on this very soon.

 Morale – morale continues to be high.  Everyday I see soldiers motivated, and ready to attack whatever mission assigned.  There is no shortage of volunteers to get “outside the wire”, and participate in convoys, patrols, civil military affairs etc.  I have never seen sick call numbers as low as I have during this deployment, and we are on our 4th month!  I would say amazing, but its not, our soldiers are disciplined, tough, and professional.  Yes, our 4th month, one third of the way through.  

Commander’s Assessment – things are going well, despite what you see on the news.  There is no talk here of extended deployments for 1CAV soldiers.  We are 3 months into our deployment, and are focused on the here and now, and will deal with the future when it comes.  I want to extend a special thanks to all the Gambler family members wherever you may be.  Truly your job is the toughest, and I know it is agonizing to watch events on the news and not be able to talk to, or get an update on your loved one’s status.  All I can tell you is that “its ok”, we are busy, and time is passing quickly.  I would ask all to support one another, support you FRG leaders (volunteers), and please don’t be a rumor monger.   I assure you that I am committed to bringing your loved one home both alive and healthy.  It is a 24/7 commitment both from CSM Dickerson and myself, and all company commanders and 1SGs.   In the next update, I’ll update on some of the Iraqi people we deal with, people whose lives and future depend on our commitment and success.  

Stay strong – be proud, 

Bill
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