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 Fellow Gamblers,

The Battalion is doing well in Iraq.  They are very busy with helping the Iraqi people and insuring their own safety.  They do have living areas set up, and provisions like a PX/BX shopette.  They are living in trailers and have electricity and refrigerators.  The main thing that the soldiers are need are ATT phone cards.  This is a great thing to send them so they don’t get charged 34-70 cents a minute for a call.  

I know information is flowing slowly, but please bear with us.   We are trying to work through problems with the agencies that send out our news letters and update our webpage. 

If you are having trouble reaching the Rear Detachment please try the new number listed on this page.  You can also email your respective FRG leaders.  My email address is marcus.fields@us.army.mil.  I urge you to call your company Rear D NCOIC first.  They should be able to help.  

If you are concerned about information about what the battalion is doing in Iraq your FRG and RD has the information to pass on if you want to know.  In this issue there is a letter attached from the Battalion Commander and it gives a good rundown of how busy they are. 

     I hope everyone is adjusting well.  Take care and God bless.

CPT Marcus Fields 

Rear Detachment Commander 

Example Mail Address

LTC Bill McCarver
HDC/15th FSB, 2BCT, 1CAV
APO AE 09379

The APO will stay the same.  Make sure that you have the correct name and unit, because not everyone is in HDC.  Below is the address for C FSC who will be located with a different Brigade

Name

C FSC 515th FSB, 5BCT, 1 CAV

APO AE 09379
Calendar Highlights 

March 
· 12-30 Battalion moving to new buildings (BN HQ @ DMMC bldg 29006 & Company orderly rooms @ 27th Motor Pool bldg 36021)

April

· 3 Easter Egg Hunt TBD

· 10 Easter Egg Hunt @ Bronco Youth Center

· 11 Easter Sunday

Rear D & FRG Mission

The mission of the Rear Detachment and FRG is to provide a strong network for information and help for families and soldiers alike during unit deployments.  The FRG will function as a major family support system to help address any issue that families may have.  

NEW CONTACT NUMBERS 

BATTALION OIC- CPT Fields 

(254)287-5529

BATTALION NCO- SFC Stinson

(254)287-5529

A FSC POC- SSG Mputu

(254)287-9171

B FSC POC- SFC Fraizer

(254)287-1978

C FSC POC- SFC Turner

(254)288-5032/9672

D BSC POC- SFC Castillo

(254)287-6629

MED POC- SSG Fletcher

(254)288-0888

HDC POC- SFC Blackmon

(254)618-8304 / 8650

CFS

288-5312

DISCOM STAFF DUTY 

287-0182 / 0183

2BDE STAFF DUTY

288-7667

HELPFUL HINTS
Greetings Gambler Families,

Once again we come to you in a very blessed state.  My husband and I feel blessed because while everything is not perfect, it certainly is going well, all things considered.  Soldiers are taking care of their missions with such a degree of professionalism and gusto that my husband is honored to serve with them.  And as he said to me once, “We are awarding purple hearts to living soldiers.”   Families are taking care of themselves and each other and Rear-D is assisting when needed.  Truly, who could ask for anything more?

I encourage you to continue to attend your monthly company FRG meetings, if you are in the Fort Hood area.  There is no better place to get information and meet people in your situation.  There is also a Deployed spouses meeting on post to keep people connected.  And if meetings aren’t your idea of fun then there are numerous ways to volunteer, or self improve, or get wiser in the ways of the military…bottom line is this; if you feeling like there is an empty space in your life, then find a worthy way to fill it.  When this rotation is over you won’t regret the use of your time.

Are you getting the email updates from my husband, LTC McCarver?  The most positive response I received from most of the FRG meeting I attended this month was that spouses and other family members enjoy the updates.  I let my husband know and he is committed to sending them at least 2-3 times a month.  If you aren’t receiving them and would like to, contact your company emailer OR me at phmccarver@aol.com.  I will make sure you get on your company email list.

I will close by reminding you to make sure you let someone in the company know if you are going to be out of the loop for more than a few hours.  Stay in contact with your rear detachment NCO in charge.  AND if you have children please have a family care plan to take care of them short term and long term by means of a power of attorney and written wishes.  I have peace of mind knowing that my neighbor is available (and me for her family) if I have an emergency while my family travels here.

Continue to stay strong and in touch,

Penny McCarver
Websites
The Battalion Website is up and will be receiving periodic updates so please keep checking 

http://pao.hood.army.mil/1cd_15thfsb/

Here are some other sites of interest:

www.hoodmwr.com

www.hood.army.mil/1stcavdiv/family_links. tm
Page 

FRG Corner
Battalion Advisor- Penny McCarver phmccarver@aol.com 
A FSC- Amelia Ruiz  mellierz@aol.com
B FSC- Shawndel Sowden shawndelj@yahoo.com 
Leigh Ingram LghW6@aol.com 
C FSC- Christine Erickson 

Erickson_Christi@hotmail.com 
HDC- Wendy Cassell momcassell2@aol.com 
D BSC- Gina Camacho kingv585@aol.com
Elizabeth Ross Elizabethross@aol.com 

E MED- Kara Novak kara.novak@us.army.mil 
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16 Mar 04

I want to take a few minutes and tell you about some of the things the Gamblers are doing today in Baghdad in support of the Black Jack BCT.  It is difficult for me to address this by company because so much of what we do is a consolidated team effort.  This email is unclassified, and the information contained can be freely disseminated.  All operations discussed have past and future operations are not discussed. 

Convoy to Camp Anaconda

  Daredevils had responsibility for leading a convoy of wheeled vehicles from Camp Black Jack to Camp Anaconda, which is located in Balad.  It is an approx 80 km route, and takes about 3 hrs to complete.  The convoy consisted of 17 vehicles/ 42 personnel some from each company, plus several vehicles/personnel from across the BCT.  There is a maintenance team at Balad that performs services on vehicles, and takes 2 days to complete, so soldiers were able to rest overnight prior to returning to Camp Black Jack.

  As a part of my on-going commitment to return every soldier to Ft Hood safely, all participants received the Operations Order & graphics, conducted rehearsals (e.g. actions on contact, breakdown procedures, etc), conducted precombat inspections (PCIs) to ensure soldiers and vehicles were prepared.  We also ensured weapons were checked, combat lifesaver bags were inventoried, and a risk assessment was conducted.  Finally, last night the convoy commander, SFC Johnson, gave me the go/no go brief, so I could verify that all tasks required have been conducted to standard.

Convoy to Freedom Rest

  Bearcats are conducting a convoy to the Green Zone, in central Baghdad, to a Rest and Recuperation (R&R) facility called “Freedom Rest”, in order to pick up and return approx 20 soldiers to Camp Black Jack.  The convoy consists of 6 vehicles.  SFC Harris is the convoy commander.  It is about a 20-minute drive depending on traffic.

You can rest assured that SFC Harris went through all the preparation procedures described in italics above (See Camp Anaconda).

Convoy to Camp Banzai (Dakota)

  Daredevils are responsible for conducting a logistics resupply convoy to Camp Banzai in support of 1/5 CAV.  We rotate responsibility for this reoccurring convoy, so that each company has the opportunity to train subordinates in troop leading procedures.  The convoy is made up of vehicles and soldiers from HDC, A, B, and D companies.  They will deliver food, fuel, and repair parts.  It is approx a 30-minute drive depending on traffic.

  Yesterday, SSG Mack went through all preparation procedures described in italics above.  SFC Funderburk, and 1LT Craigg are just a couple of the great leaders also riding in this convoy.

Gate 3A

  Bearcats have 18 soldiers and an NCOIC guarding an Entrance Control Point (ECP) for FOB Victory North.  This is a 24/7 requirement, and the soldiers rotate through shifts.

Tower Guards

  Daredevils have 62 soldiers manning 18 towers along the wall that lines Camp Black Jack.  The soldiers rotate through shifts in a 24/7 period.  We don’t man all the towers simultaneously, and rotate the towers we man, so as not to be predictable.  Again, force protection is my #1 priority.

Patrols

Bearcats will conduct three patrols in our area of operations (AO), which is just outside of Camp Black Jack 1LT Ivory will lead a dismounted patrol, whose primary mission is to continue to attempt to befriend the locals, and identify exactly which ruins people are living in.  This is critical in our attempt to assist people who were displaced by the war, and have moved into the ruins of Republican Guard barracks just outside the FOB.  SFC Harris will conduct a mounted patrol through another section of our AO.  The primary mission of this patrol is to increase security and establish “defense in depth”.  In addition to all of this, tonight, 1LT Ivory will conduct another mounted patrol in the AO, and the Daredevils will conduct one day and one night patrol through the University area, which is located in our AO.  We have established a relationship with the Iraqi security guards, and are conducting joint patrols.

Civil Affairs

  We are working hard to improve the lives of the Iraqis in our AO.  Most are refugees from other parts of Iraq, who for whatever reason wound up here after the war occupying the ruins mentioned above.  The majority are Shia Muslims, and suffered numerous abuses under the last regime.  They have little to no possessions, but based on assessments conducted by our medics (Trauma) are in relatively good health, except for a few dental problems.  We have developed a campaign plan for improving the area, and the people living in it.

Back to today:

CPT Hintz, SGT Futrell, and several others are out meeting with local leaders and accepting applications for weapons licenses, and Gambler ID cards.  Males who live in our area can apply, as long as they fill out an application we developed, and allow us to take a digital photo of them.  We will use this to develop a database on people living in our area, to assist them in establishing residency.

CPT Camacho, Major Rosin, and several others are visiting the local university.  CPT Camacho has developed a training plan for their security personnel, while Major Rosin and some of the other medics are evaluating the clinic.  We are attempting to get money to repair the schools infrastructure, buy books, etc. The University is an Agriculture/Veterinary school.

Detention Facility

Yesterday, we received the mission to guard the detention facility located on Camp Black Jack for the next 48 hours.  CPT Melendez and 1SG Ruiz are leading this effort.  The mission requires 20 soldiers and is a 24/7 mission.  The detention facility is where the BCT holds bad guys temporarily until moved to a more permanent facility.

Camp Banzai Forward Operating Base Support

  Assassin’s are in charge of support for Camp Banzai.  We have approx 30 soldiers that live there with approx a company from 1/5.  We will rotate soldiers up there throughout the year.  Supply, maintenance, and cooks are the daily mission support requirements we are providing.  2LT Peacock is the OIC, and is doing a great job.  Soldiers are living in buildings, have shower facilities, and hot chow.

Mayor’s Cell duties

We fulfill the duties of the mayor’s cell here at Camp Black Jack, ensuring all infrastructure support is conducted.  This no small task, and is the equivalent of running a small city e.g. garbage pickup, water distribution, construction etc.  60 soldiers are required to support this mission, which are primarily escort duties of local nationals working here.

Mission Support

  Last, but certainly not least, all soldiers from HDC, A, B, D, and E continue to provide phenomenal mission support to the Black Jack brigade totally focused on combat power generation.  Tech Supply operations, DFAC ops, ammunition, water production, maintenance, and medical/dental operations are ongoing.

I hope that provides some insights into what a typical day looks like for us.  I continue to be amazed by what our soldiers are doing everyday.  Their enthusiasm, and “can do” attitude are contagious.  Morale is high, and I sense they know they are special, and are contributing materially to the success of this great brigade.  This email is unclassified, and the information contained can be freely disseminated.

Stay strong- be proud,

Bill
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