Standing By

Once again, the soldiers of the 15th Forward Support “Gambler” Battalion have deployed to a theatre of war.  On January 11th, 2004, over 650 soldiers left Ft Hood, Texas in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom I & II.  As a result they will add a new page to the history of the most decorated forward support battalion in the United States Army.  


The history of the 15th Forward Support Battalion began on the 23rd of March 1949.  Originally designated as the 1st Medical Squadron of the 1st Cavalry Division at Fort Bliss, Texas, the 15th distinguished itself as a true combat multiplier and in July of 1928 the unit adopted the motto “Standing By” and its’ “distinctive insignia coat-of-arms”.  On March 25th, 1949 the unit was redesignated the 15th Medical Battalion.  

Nearly 30 years later a new motto “Service above self” was adopted to match the new logistical support focus of the Army, and on the 1st of May, 1987, the unit was finally designated as the 15th Forward Support Battalion.  The current battalion motto, “Fuel, Arm and Fix forward” echoes our commitment to keep combat units operating continuously on the battlefield.  

As a part of their mutual commitment to link the unit back to its combat roots, LTC Ray W. McCarver Jr. and Command Sergeant Major, Ira L. Dickerson, decided, on March 25th 2004, to revert to the Vietnam era motto “Standing by”.   Our motto is part of a distinguished military heritage that most young soldiers are not aware of and relates the pride and Esprit de Corps that is the hallmark of this unit.  The Command Sergeant Major commented “The motto is a look to the past with an eye on the future.  It connects us to our roots,” He continued ”We won’t see what we have done here in Iraq until it is our turn to reflect upon this tour later on down the line.  However, long that may be still remains to be seen but, until then the Gamblers are prepared and “Standing by.”  
Lady Gablers College Forum

Three Lady Gamblers’ of the 15th Forward Support Battalion ventured out on 6th March to the University of Baghdad Veterinary College to discover what college life is like for the women of Iraq after Sadaam’s removal from power.  

They spent the day with several female professors, who gave them a tour of the facilities and also spoke with them about the current state of the school. The facility is 40 percent female with over 1,000 students and 200 faculty members. It is government funded so the students attend for free; however, after the fall of Sadaam and much looting, the schools needs are many. “They have little lab equipment, old books and no air conditioning,” said 1LT Amy Cronin, one of the Gamblers on the trip.  “They also told us that they fear the safety of women now that Sadaam is gone.”  The plan for the long-term will consist of petitioning for funds from contractors in the country, so that proper books and equipment can be bought. But, for now 15th plans to help with little items like providing paint for the rooms and furniture for the dorms.     

AAFES Commander Guest Speaker for Women’s History Program
By SPC Randle

On March 25, 2004, the 15th Forward Support Battalion hosted a Women’s History Observance.  Many members from the battalion came to support their fellow soldiers who participated in the program. The mistress of ceremonies was SFC Hall, Equal Opportunity Representative for E Forward Support Medical Company (FSMC) and 1LT Courtney Murphy the Battalion Adjutant, recited the poem “Phenomenal Woman” by Maya Angelou.  The “Voices of Inspiration” provided musical entertainment with its members Denikka Catlett from B Forward Support Company and Shaundrea Porter of E FSMC.  LTC Ray W. McCarver Jr., 15th FSB’s Battalion commander introduced the guest speaker COL Shelley Richardson, the AAFES Commander, Europe Region.  

COL Richardson’s speech was an eye opener, as she told a tale of an Iraqi woman dealing with the suppression of her gender. She touched upon the theme for this year’s celebration “Inspiring hope and Possibility”.  She spoke true words with encouraging meaning and she sets the example for women in the military and around the world.

Gambler One-Stoppa-Shoppa is a GO-GO

With the nearest military exchange a 10 to 15 minute bus ride away and the Camp Black Jack BX/PX months from sight, the 15th Forward Support Battalion found a small solution in shape of mini AAFES PX, called the “One Stoppa-Shoppa A Go-Go” where soldiers can buy the items necessary to sustain themselves while on the camp.  


The battalion worked hand in hand with AAFES by furnishing the tent, building the plywood flooring and counters along with providing the assets to pick up the stock for the facility.  AAFES in turn brought employees to the table and the project was set.  


The facility stocks ethnic and feminine products, basic toiletry items, drinks, snacks and entertainment material.  Thus far, the one stop shop has done over 200K dollars worth of business and even once the big PX opens, the plan is to keep the store open for quick soldier needs.  

Remembering A Fallen Comrade
The Gamblers are sadden for loss of a soldier from one of its supported units and participated in a memorial service 25th of April along with many members of the 2nd Brigade Combat Team, for PFC Christopher Hudson at 1400 hours.  


He was a soldier from the mortar platoon of HHC 2-12 Armored Cavalry that died of wounds from an improvised explosive device on the 21st of March.  


Several members from the soldier’s unit including the CPT (CH) Combs spoke highly of PFC Hudson and how much of a loss he is to the unit.
GAMBLER 6 UPDATE

I want to take a few minutes and remind you all about some of the things that Gamblers are doing today in Baghdad in support of the Black Jack BCT.  It is difficult for me to address this by company because so much of what we do is a consolidated team effort. 

 
We fulfill the duties of the mayor’s cell here at Camp Black Jack, ensuring all infrastructure support is conducted.  This no small task, and is the equivalent of running a small city e.g. garbage pickup, water distribution, construction etc.  


In addition to the mayor cell support, Gamblers are manning towers, guarding entry control points, conducting patrols and executing a difficult civilian military operation in zone 5N around Camp Victory North.  Conducting these critical missions allows the Black Jack Brigade to concentrate its maneuver forces on the fight around Baghdad. 


As always the battalion continues to execute its logistical mission and provide first class support to 2BCT.  In the last 45 days, the battalion has conducted missions to Banzai FOB, 303rd ICDC FOB, Anaconda, Tadji, the green zone and BIAP.  The TSO processed over ____requisitions, the units have completed over ____ recorded work orders, produced ___ gallons of water, distributed over ____gallons of fuel and issued over ____tons of other supplies. 

  
I continue to be amazed by what our soldiers are doing everyday.  Their enthusiasm, and “can do” attitude are contagious.  Morale is high, and I sense they know they are special, and are contributing materially to the success of this great brigade.  I cannot be more proud of the Herculean efforts of each Gambler.

From the CSM’s Desk

In an effort to reaffirm certain basic rules, it is a pleasure to have this opportunity to communicate with each of you. First, I am so proud to serve with you, because all of your performances to this point have been with out peer. I do want us to stay focus and take counsel in the old saying “ A good soldier is an informed soldier” bottom line: keep pushing information down to the lowest level our continue success depend on it.


Next, I would like to take a brief moment to talk with you about complacency, Webster’s II defines it as, “ Satisfaction or contentment” guard against it by staying vigilant in the execution of every task and the enforcement standards.  

  
NCOs must constantly ask these questions: Are you a “ whirlwind of activity,” or do you stand idly by waiting to be told what to do? Which type of soldier do you prefer? Self-starters or those that require jump-starting? You should always be completing something, either a mission or moving onto something else. Review a FM when on CQ/SDNCO, go over the unit’s TACSOP or current TTPs to defeat IEDs and CONVOY OPS; there are a myriad of things you could and should be doing. Demand the same from your soldiers.

GOD BLESS YOU AND GOD BLESS AMERICA

Gambler 9

“STANDING BY”
Meditation Moment

Some inspiring words the Battalion Chaplin CPT (CH) Ropp:

Convent Class...“You should not stay away from the church meetings, as some are doing, but you should meet together and encourage each other.” (Hebrews 10:25) 


Please remember... we cannot do this on our own.  Our psychological, emotional, and spiritual health is greatly impacted by our interaction with others.  Even when the demands of work and war keep us from meeting in a formalized setting, we need to find time to be with others who can be a positive influence on us.  We need to spend time with people who will encourage us, as well as with those we can encourage.  No, we do not have to go to church to have a relationship with God, but being with others who can encourage us in our faith will go a long way toward making us into even better people than we are now.  This week I encourage you to look for two people: one who will encourage you, and one that you can be an encouragement to.  God bless.  “Be strong in the Lord, and in his mighty power.”  (Ephesians 6:10)

10K Black Jack Stampede
On the morning of the 26th of March over 60 participants to include COL Formica and CSM Ciotola, ran in the Camp Black Jack “Fun Run”.  The course began at the dining facility and wound around North 40 Loop with the last stretch on Battalion Avenue ending at the Mayor’s Cell.  The top male finisher was * from * and the top female finisher was 1LT Amy Cronin from HDC.  The Mayor’s Cell has plans to have these runs throughout the tour. 

Mini “Madness” in 15th FSB
Lots of jump shots, missed shots and “in your face” blocks dominated the 15th Forward Support Battalion March Madness 3-on-3 Basketball tournament on morning of March 19th.  

    The tournament opened with the 1SGs versus the commanders at 0930 and the 1SGs reined in that match.  12 other teams signed up for the double elimination tournament and the winners were three soldiers from HDC: SGT Dean, SPC Delaney, and PFC Raby.  And of course no tournament would be complete with out “beats”, which were provided by SSG Burnett, the Mayor’s Cell DJ.  At an awards ceremony the following week, the soldiers were awarded certificates of achievements for their win. 

   Keep looking for updates on future matches in all sports.
