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     TROOPIN’ THE LINE


         W    WITH BLACKSMITH 9 


       


Hello Blacksmiths,


Who you with?  I am with the Blacksmiths!  Our days are filled with numerous examples of why soldiers should be proud to be Blacksmiths.  Our convoys are hard looking with crew-served weapons virtually on every vehicle.  Junior leaders are in charge of everyday missions and are performing their duties in the most professional manner.  Our soldiers are disciplined when performing their daily duties.  We all know that the Battalion Commander believes that discipline saves lives.  I agree whole-heartedly with him.  Lives are being saved because we are a disciplined organization.  


Blacksmiths never say no when it comes to supporting!!!!  We understand our role with the 3d Brigade Combat Team.  Supporting is the only reason we exist.  I was able to travel with a few of our fuel convoys.  Convoys are truly a team effort in our battalion.  Every time we launch a convoy at least two companies and the battalion staff are involved.  Each time I accompany one of these convoys, I come back with great impressions of our non-commissioned officer’s corps.  SSG Eldred, SSG Jones, SSG Rodriquez, SGT Stafford, SGT Hoyle are just a few who represent our strong junior non-commissioned officer’s corps.  These great Americans continually lead our soldiers into battle each time we launch a re-supply convoy.   Quality of life continues to improve also.  Each unit will be issued morale enhancing items such as televisions, pool tables, dartboards and refrigerators.  The Better Opportunities for Deployed Soldiers program has been extremely successful in hearing and solving soldier’s problems.  Every two weeks, I am flooded with concerns and ideas from motivated soldiers who want to make a difference.  We are also taking steps to enhance our promotion system.  Soldiers who deployed and risk their lives everyday should be rewarded for their service and given every opportunity to excel.  This battalion will give them that opportunity.  Stay tuned for trailblazing promotion policies and procedures.   I will end this month’s insert by naming a few other Blacksmith heroes.  SPC Arrendondo, SPC Franklin, SPC Yepes, SPC Castile, PFC Valle, SPC Cordero, SPC Sapp, SPC Brown, PFC Ross, SPC Mcneal, SPC Jackson, SPC Cook and PFC King.  No Task Too Tough!!!     BS9                











BLACKSMITH 9


CSM LAWRENCE R. HILLMAN

















FRG Meetings





Battalion	10 Feb


10 Mar


HQ/A		18 Feb


14 Mar


Bravo		19 Feb


19 Mar


Charlie	            	19 Feb 


              	26 Mar








**Please contact your company FRG Leaders for location and time.





GREETINGS FROM BLACKSMITH 6


I want to take this opportunity to 


thank you all for your unbelievable


support of the soldiers  in the 


battalion.  I am continually amazed


and pleased by all the packages and letters that arrive here daily for our super soldiers.  I want to assure you all that your spouses and loved ones are doing you all proud.  They are truly amazing men and women with extraordinary dedication and commitment.  Every day these great Americans accomplish the most difficult tasks; they never fail to come through for the 3d Brigade Combat Team.  They provide the “life blood” of the brigade food, fuel, maintenance, transportation and repair parts.  The 3d Brigade could not accomplish its mission if our soldiers did not first accomplish theirs.


In the past three months we have deployed, conducted additional training in Kuwait, road marched to Iraq, and established operations in Baghdad.  The soldiers are challenged daily by the environment, weather, and security conditions, but they never fail to face each day with a can-do attitude.  I am extremely proud to serve with them and I ask myself daily where do we find these extraordinary people.  I would be remiss if I did not mention something about every one of the outstanding Blacksmith subordinate companies and the job that they are doing.  The Alpha Company “Avengers” are performing yeomen’s work for the 1/9 Cavalry Regiment.  Daily, they keep the vehicles and soldiers of 1/9 Headhunters well fed, fueled and on the road.  Kenya Booker and her crew are on the road from daybreak to sundown ensuring that every need of the 1/9 Cavalry is met.  


Bravo Company “Bushmasters” are doing just outstanding in support of the 2/7 Cavalry “Ghost” Battalion, Jacob Brown and his super troopers are conducting 24 hour operations keeping the 2/7 Cavalry Regiment mission ready.  They make periodic trips down to the Greenzone to check in with us here.  Charlie Company “Outlaws” have a critical security mission, along with the superb support they are providing to the 3/8 Cavalry “Warhorse” Battalion.  Russell Foster and his troops are manning critical security areas throughout the Greenzone to ensure we stay secure.  He is also providing everything that the 3/8 Cavalry Regiment needs to continue the fight!


Headquarters Distribution Company “Soldiers of Iron” is supporting the supporters.  Beth Duynslager and her soldiers provide support to all the other companies.  The performance of the HDC has been flawless.  Working 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, HDC has provided this brigade with everything it requires for success.  Delta Company “Pitbulls” are the backbone of the maintenance effort for the brigade when it “can’t be fixed” we take it to Delta they can, and they will fix anything!  Charlie Mcphail and his warriors are also the guardians of our convoys, providing gun-trucks with super soldiers to protect our movements throughout Iraq.  We could not do the mission without Delta Company’s support.


Continued on page 2





BLACKSMITH 6 Continuation from page 1





The Echo Company “Evacuators” continue to provide super health service support to the brigade.  I am firmly convinced that we have the best doctors in Iraq.  Dr. Spinella and Dr. Smith see hundreds of patients from all over the area and are proving to be a combat multiplier.  Robert Bradley and his Echo troopers are also responsible for ensuring the food we eat and the water we drink is fit for consumption.  In a very real sense, Echo Company is responsible for the well being of over 5,000 soldiers. 


We are continuing to do what we do best, provide support; we are counting on you all to continue to write us.  It is important as we serve the nation that we know you all are doing fine and are safe, so keep the letters, packages, and emails coming.  Thanks for all you do and be sure to take care of each other, the Blacksmiths here are proud of you all.





BLACKSMITH 6


LTC DARFUS L. JOHNSON














JUNE PROMOTION CUTOFF SCORES 


MOS�
SGT/CUTOFFS PZ/SZ�
SSG/CUTOFF/PZ/SZ�
�
27E�
798/798�
798/798�
�
31U�
512/513�
704/705�
�
35J�
798/798�
798/798�
�
35N�
798/798�
798/798�
�
42A�
798/798�
790/791�
�
42L�
798/798�
798/798�
�
44B�
500/798�
798/798�
�
44E�
798/798�
798/798�
�
45B�
626/798�
798/798�
�
52D�
527/798�
786/798�
�
62B�
542/798�
767/788�
�
63B�
446/461�
684/694�
�
63H�
798/798�
798/798�
�
63J�
599/798�
798/798�
�
63M�
382/386�
768/768�
�
63S�
798/798�
798/798�
�
63T�
SEE 63M�
SEE 63M�
�
63W�
798/798�
798/798�
�
88M�
470/488�
762/765�
�
91E�
798/798�
798/798�
�
91G�
758/798�
794/798�
�
91J�
715/798�
798/798�
�
91K�
798/798�
796/798�
�
91W�
629/641�
776/776�
�
92A�
798/798�
798/798�
�
92F�
607/612�
798/798�
�
92G�
463/463�
682/684�
�
92Y�
464/472�
724/732�
�
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