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BLACKSMITH 6 Continuation from page 1





The Echo Company “Evacuators” continue to provide super health service support to the brigade.  I am firmly convinced that we have the best doctors in Iraq.  Dr. Spinella and Dr. Smith see hundreds of patients from all over the area and are proving to be a combat multiplier.  Robert Bradley and his Echo troopers are also responsible for ensuring the food we eat and the water we drink is fit for consumption.  In a very real sense, Echo Company is responsible for the well being of over 5,000 soldiers. 


We are continuing to do what we do best, provide support; we are counting on you all to continue to write us.  It is important as we serve the nation that we know you all are doing fine and are safe, so keep the letters, packages, and emails coming.  Thanks for all you do and be sure to take care of each other, the Blacksmiths here are proud of you all.





BLACKSMITH 6


LTC DARFUS L. JOHNSON














JUNE PROMOTION CUTOFF SCORES 
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Friends and family members – first and foremost I want to thank all of you for your wonderful support.  The letters and packages are flowing in with news from home.  You are a very important part of our lives here even though we may be separated by the distance.  The weather here has gotten hotter, but not as hot as it will get during the peak of summer.  The morning temperatures have been averaging 85 degrees and the afternoons are peaking around 104 degrees.  We are adjusting to it, by staying in the shade as much as possible, and drinking plenty of water.  The temperature this morning was about 70 and it felt chilly.


We are continuing to improve our barracks.  We purchased and installed bunk beds in the rooms giving us twice as much floor space as we originally had.  The rooms are neater and better arranged, providing more comfort to our Soldiers.  We continue to have a bi-weekly meeting in which the Soldiers discuss in an open forum, how we can continue to improve living conditions and rest and relaxation. 


Currently, we have been gone from Fort Hood for almost three months.  Starting in June we will begin allowing Soldiers to take leave.  Let me say upfront that only about 60% of all Soldiers will be allowed to take leave or participate in other Pass Programs such as the Fighter Management Program in Qatar or Freedom Rest.  This is because the programs start after our first 90 days and end before our last 90 days (planning factor is one year).  This leaves six months for the leave program.  Only 10% of the battalion can be gone at any given time—6 months X 10%=60%.  The first priority is for Soldiers who have a child being born or one that was born since we left Fort Hood.  Second priority is to Soldiers or spouses who were deployed to a hardship tour within 90 days of this deployment.  Third, fourth and fifth priority is to everyone else.  We don’t have any other details, such as where the flights will land or when individual soldiers may be taking leave.  


Our missions here are going well.  We continue to receive food, water, medical supplies, repair parts and other supplies from 27th Main Support Battalion.  They arrive several times a week to make deliveries.  We determine the requirements for each of the units that we support and separate the supplies down into piles when units show up for pickup.  We have convoys going to Baghdad International Airport several times a week.  We pick up fuel in large quantities to provide fuel support to all the units within the 3BCT.  Our convoys look ready for action- almost every vehicle has a large crew served weapon on it.  We are supported by the Brigade Recon Troop and normally have aviation assets watch over us as we travel.  


The staff continues to provide internal support to the battalion thru the S1 and S4 shops.  S2/3 plans missions to meet the requirements determined by the support operations section and they also provide daily intelligence updates.  S6 is kept busy with setting up communications, computers, internet access, satellite systems and other high tech military gadgets.  Everyone is doing something that supports the battalion as a whole.


Our Soldiers are doing great things out here.  I am proud to be their commander.  Thanks again for all of your support.


CPT BETH DUYNSLAGER 


1SG MARCO TORRES 
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