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"SPC Wolf, can you please…" ~1SG Forsman, to SSG Wolf, during a training meeting, 16 November 2003





"Brigade S2-'you know I'm an officer, you should say something like 'Yes, Sir'.


PFC Rioflorido-Okay." ~Circa 1 October 2003





"SSG Wolf, you are *Cotton Eyed Joe, Senior." ~CPT Akin, to SSG Wolf, 11 December 2003





*The CGS squad refers to SPC May as 'Cotton Eyed Joe', and most of the company has followed suit.





"There isn't enough dirt in the perimeter to build berms, so we have to fill sandbags." ~MSG Gordon, 1 EN BN, to SGT Robinson, 26 October 2003





"Dude, that's the foot powder."


"Oops."  ~SPC Derrick, to SPC May, 26 October 2003





"So the joker beats that, right?" ~SPC Scotton, in her first spades game, 27 October 2003





"We had to stop production of cement because we don't have enough sand." ~248 EN shopyard, to SGT Robinson, 5 November 2003











Wow!  It's hard to believe we've been here three months already.  Time sure flies when you're having fun…  Quality of life continues to improve, with the opening of our new DFAC (pictured right) and the continued building of furniture in our barracks.


We had a nice Thanksgiving dinner served to us, and the company enjoyed it together.  The line for the meal was long, but it seemed to move pretty quickly, so we didn't have to wait too long.  All of us ate too much, 	 





and our biggest complaint afterward was that we couldn't sit down in our own living room on our recliners and unbuckle our belts and take a nap!  Most of us did end up taking naps after the meal was finished.


We miss you all and wish we could be home for the holidays.  We love the packages, cards and letters we are getting, especially the Christmas decorations.  They really brighten our room and make it seem more like home.  Merry Christmas!
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”Can I touch your butt?" SPC Derrick, right, is relieved to discover that SSG Wolf was talking about the butt of his rifle as they waited in line at the DFAC for Thanksgiving.  





SPC Diaz displays one of the many weapons that units here have confiscated.
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1LT Niemeyer, right, supervises SGT Robinson as he puts the finishing touches on the wall they are building in order to allow more privacy and an actual room for LT.                  	    





SPC Johnson irons his uniform before work.
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SGT Robinson





(From l-r) SPC May, SPC Derrick, SPC Stoner, and SSG Wolf enjoy their barbecue hamburgers, steaks, hot dogs, and chicken wings during a company barbecue on November 20, 2003.  





			





Charlie Company, 312th Military Intelligence Battalion, enjoys Thanksgiving dinner at the newly built DFAC at Junction City.	











Merry Christmas!





Command Corner


Happy Holidays from Iraq!  We’re counting down on our third month in country and Team Rock continues to get the job done and done well!  Your soldiers have received well-deserved kudos from the BDE Commander, COL “Duty First” Buck Connor, on numerous occasions due to their un-paralleled dedication and expertise in providing an accurate and timely enemy picture for the brigade.  Needless to say, we are extremely proud and humbled to be associated with this fine group of men and women. 


  Everyone here is receiving numerous holiday goodies and we’re starting to get in the holiday spirit.  Of course we miss you all immensely, but the care packages, cards, and calls make things that much better.  Thanks so much!


   We have a spiffy new Dining Facility at Camp Junction City and our Post Exchange rivals the 82d Airborne Division’s.  We had a great Thanksgiving meal with all the fixins’ and expect the same for our Christmas meal.  Also, we just received a new Internet and phone center that should be up and running soon.  Our folks at Camp Manhattan are doing well also as their amenities get better every day.  Anyway, I’m positive that your soldier will give you the skinny when he/she gets in touch…


   The Army’s Stop Loss and Stop Move policy affects a good many of us, as we’ll have four soldiers returning to our ranks that were scheduled to end their term of service.  We’ll also have a few that won’t leave until 90 days after we re-deploy in the September 04 time frame.  Although we feel for the ones affected by the policy, we’ll ensure that our team stays together and stays safe.


   Looking back to last month, and forward to next month, we have several Happy Birthday's to wish.  Birthday greetings go out to CPT Akin's son Tyler, SPC Allen's daughter Jackie, SPC Diaz' wife Beth, SGT Esterline's husband Michael and son Tony, 1SG Forsman's husband Eric, SGT Gonzalez, SGT Gustin and his wife Mara, SPC Hall and his wife Judy, 1LT Niemeyer's wife Laura, SPC Owen, SPC Reed and his wife Teia, SGT Robinson, SSG Sitler, SPC Stoner, and SSG Wolf's wife Misty.   We also wish to offer congratulations to some of our fellow soldiers as they mark yet another deployed anniversary:  SSG Goodman and his wife Stephanie, SGT Gustin and his wife Mara, SGT Robinson and his wife Jennifer, and SSG Wolf and his wife Misty.  





CPT Thomas S. Akin


1SG Leslie J. Forsman









































The Junction City half of Charlie Company, 312th Military Intelligence Battalion, gathered in the MWR Room at the barracks to wish everyone a Merry Christmas.











Design and Layout by SPC Scotton


Photos by SPC Diaz unless noted otherwise.


The true sayings found in "You won't believe what I just heard!" were complied over the last three months using various sources.  We would like to thank those sources for their moments of confusion and befuddlement, as they have provided much needed laughter and enjoyment to our time here in Iraq.
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