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Random Quote


"I don't know anything about intelligence." 


~SPC Scotton, to CPT Lika, the S2 Day Shift OIC, 22 December 2003











Our shower building is finally complete, but the hot water is a different story.  Sometimes the water will be hot, but most of the time it is freezing cold.  1LT Niemeyer said it best: "I've never gotten brain freeze from something outside my head before."  That's how cold the showers are.  But at least the





Some soldiers from the Signal platoon moved back to Junction City from Manhattan.  They've made themselves comfortable and are excited about operating on Junction City.  


Unfortunately we didn't have anyone take a spill this month (at least with a witness present), so no laughs over that situation.  With some of our number on leave, the barracks have been a lot more peaceful and quiet (which is sometimes no fun).  





Happy New Year!  It's hard to believe that it's 2004 and we are in our fourth month.  We had a wonderful holiday season, with decorations brightening our rooms (pictured below) and receiving wonderful presents from friends and family.  The DFAC once again supplied an excellent dinner, and once again we all ate too much turkey and stuffing.   Most of us spent Christmas Day watching movies and playing games on the computer.









































shower building is close to our barracks.  It's only about a 100 meters from the building.  


We continue to make improvements to our barracks, though now it's mostly to the outside.  SGT Robinson and SSG Wolf built a handrail for our staircase (pictured right).  This is extremely welcome because the stairs are uneven and broken in several places.  Both of our staircases now have handrails.


We miss you all and we can't wait to get home.  Please continue mailing packages and letters, we love to get word from home.  There isn't anything better for most of us than news from our loved ones, even if it does take awhile to get here.   





Photo by SSG Wolf





SPC Derrick (left) and SPC May put their excellent carpentry skills to work on building a card table.		Photo by SPC Diaz





SPC Hall enjoys Christmas dinner at Camp Manhattan.





Random Quote


"What day is Christmas?" 


~SPC Scotton, 22 December 2003





After an exhausting day at work, getting some beauty sleep was all that mattered to SPC Jones.    





Taking some time to relax after a hard day at work are (from back-front) SPC Jones, SGT Gustin, and SPC Conner.  


				





SSG Wolf gleefully writes down the number of push-ups that his squad members have to complete for saying a word on the "Banned Words" list. 


Photo by SPC Diaz 





			





Playing a Christmas basketball game at Manhattan are (from l-r) SGT Rogers, SPC Reed, SGT Gustin, SPC Bowen, SPC Jones, and SPC Hall.











Command Corner





   	Hello from good ‘ole Iraq!  The rainy season has come and continues to hit and miss us.  We’re staying as dry as can be though and all of us are safe, sound, and warm.  The mission remains here as we close in on month four.  You can rest assured that your loved ones are performing admirably to support the war on terrorism.  I am proud to serve with each and every one of my soldiers as they continue to provide our Brigade Commander with the intelligence that he needs to prosecute the fight on the enemy in this country.  


The holidays proved to be a trying time for us being away, but we made it through.  We did decorate for Christmas and got in the cheer of the season.  Numerous folks had individual trees spread throughout and all the goodies that we received were shared throughout the company.  New Year’s came and we had a chance to celebrate the New Year, and even if we couldn’t have any champagne, there was sparkling grape juice all around.


January has all our noses back to the grindstone.  We are making a difference here and you can see the job satisfaction in our soldiers as they work tirelessly to provide sterling products time after time.  I have to tell you that the soldier's work is noticed by the Division as being some of the best, if not the best, that is being provided across the 82d Airborne Division’s area of operations.  You all back home can take pride in the fact that C/312 MI is doing its part to make Iraq a better place for the deserving citizens of this country.


	On the home front, we want to specifically thank LT Matt Tobin’s parents LTC (Ret.) Daniel J. and Mary Ann Tobin who graciously donated their own funds toward our Family Readiness Group (FRG).  My wife tells me that it will be put to good use so I expect some surprises for us all in the mail soon.  We also owe a great deal of gratitude to SGT Russell Robinson’s family who never ceases to amaze me with what they send.   From Pepperidge Farms gift packs, to signs of support, to two complete boxes of books, the Robinson’s keep the mail flowing!  Know that we would be a sad group of soldiers without good people like the Tobins, the Robinsons, and the numerous folks in the FRG that have devoted their time, efforts, and resources to ensure that Team Charlie is taken care of at home and in Iraq.  Thanks to You All, You’re the Best!


	Our soldiers succeed each and every day.  CPL Gustin has been promoted to SGT and definitely deserves this.  He is a leader that can always be counted on to meet or exceed the standard.  His example has set a high standard that other members of his platoon are eagerly working to attain.  Also, we will present SPC James Smith with his Purple Heart soon for the shrapnel that he took from an Improvised Explosive Device.  He has returned to duty and is back to work and doing great things for the Prophet platoon.  


	Wishing a Happy Birthday this month to SGT Esterline’s sons Brendon, and Josh, CW2 Frazer as well as his sons Eric and Caleb, SSG Goodman, SPC Hall’s son Austin, SPC Jones, SGT Robinson’s daughter Reagan, SSG Wolf and his daughter Morgan.


	We anxiously await the return of our “lost soldiers” who were delayed in their process of leaving the Army for the civilian world.  SPCs, Keck, Shumate, and Lopez are coming back to us as their plans for leaving the Army were delayed to the Army’s new Stop Loss policy.   We wish them God Speed in their travels. 


 -      CPT Akin		- 1SG Forsman








Random Quote


"Little rain drops make little planes fall out of sky." 


~TUAV Operator, to SSG Wolf, 23 December 2003
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The "Random Quotes" are true sayings compiled over the past month and are used purely for entertainment value. 
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