Silent Warrior Families,

I just wanted to send a quick note of reassurance with the note below.
First, COL Forrester and Michelle are spot on...we are in a period of
transition right now that will get better in the coming weeks. Everyday
we gain a little ground in establishing communications (both among
ourselves and back to the states) and settling into our future working
environment. Without exception, we are moving into better
living/working conditions then the units we"re replacing...but not
everything is complete. Our future Battalion HQ is only a concrete slab
and exterior walls at the moment. Once it"s finished, we will be able
to complete telephone line, Internet access, etc. Until then, we have
to drive or walk a good distance to fine a LAN or telephone drop. {1™m
writing this from a borrowed laptop in the 501st Ml Bn TOC.]

Have patience...we will be up and operational in no time and back on
the net.

Second, all of our soldiers here are healthy and doing great. 1
couldn®t be more proud of their motivation and eagerness to tackle
these challenges:

I"ve visited 1LT Stitt and 1SG Serna with B/312 MI who have been here
since January--what heroes they have all become in the 2BCT sector.
They"re doing marvelous work and anxiously await CPT LeClerc"s return.

1"ve called CPT Akin and the C/312M1 folks who are doing equally well
out west. 1 hope to fly out to see them and the great A/312 MI TUAV
platoon in the coming weeks.

CPT Bishop, 1SG Torres, and the terrific HHC soldiers have hit the
ground running...quickly setting up an efficient Motorpool maintenance
operation and supporting the ACE as it begins set up of their temporary
operations element as we watch the permanent Division HQ begin to take
shape. The DMAIN building probably won®"t be complete until late May.

1LT(P) Ghor and the super B/312MI TUAV platoon have arrived safely up
north and are working to become operational. Anticipate a trip up to
their location in the coming days.

Made contact with both A/312MI and D/312MI in Kuwait before HHC moved
north. CPTs Haley and Switajewski are training hard and should arrive
in sector in the next few days.

We are receiving mail. Many of us at Victory North [APO AE 09379] have
already gotten the first batch of letters...so far, it looks to be only
a seven day transit time for standard letters. Thanks...what a great
feeling to get here and get handed a letter from home.

Finally, 1 want to congratulate the following Silent Warrior 1LTs for
their selection for promotion to Captain: Marlow Ghor, Jennifer
Boland, Catherine Rasch, Anthony Sims-Hall, Melik Samuel, Matthew
Tobin, and Christina VanLangenberg. What a great group of intelligence
leaders.

As soon as | can borrow more computer time, I"1l send another update.
Until then, keep the faith and know that your soldier is doing well and



making us all very proud.

Regards,
Raven 6

LTC Christopher Ballard
Commander, 312th MI Bn
1st Cavalry Division
Fort Hood, TX 76544



