\

NRQOTHCW O<pA™

MARCH. 2004
Issue # |
B/ 312 MI BN

www_hood army. mil/led_312thmibn

BULLDOGS ARRIVE IN BAGHDAD

Throw a Bulldog a Bone Award

This award represents the B/312" MI
unsung hero who excels
or distinguishes himself in their daily duties and
performance. The honorees for the month of
January and February 2004 go to SGT Stephen
Christmas and SPC Timothy Bayless. Their
efforts before, during and after the convoy
movement were significant in enabling the
vehicles of B/312th MI to roll into Baghdad,
Iraq. They worked tirelessly to repair two of our
vehicles that were deadlined during the convoy,
making those vehicles operational within a three-
hour period. They continue to do extremely well
in all facets of their daily mechanic duties,
coordinating with other units to acquire vehicle
parts. This pair of Bulldogs definitely took the
meat off the bone with their superb mechanical
knowledge and skills. For a job well done, you
deserve more than the meat. Here is your bone
“Bulldogs”.

The Voice of “Bulldog Mike”

When all the soldiers are rolling out
into the streets of Baghdad, there is one soldier
who keeps it all together, the voice of “Bulldog
Mike”. This young soldier, who bears that
responsibility  to  transmit  all  radio
communication to the troops, is PFC Zynthia
Sandoval. She closely monitors two-radio nets
and relays critical information on enemy
situations, alerting our forces on road closures
and tracking our soldier’s movements. Her
smooth voice is heard by our troops across the
city of Baghdad from as early as 0700 AM until
the mission is complete. She is an inspiration to
all of our busy soldiers who are on the move on
a daily basis.

On December 18th, the 2nd BDE, Ist Cavalry
Division colors were cased, only

1o be unfolded again when the unit reached Iraq. B
company stood with honor in

this ceremony. We are proud to have been a part of
this "Farewell to

Arms”.



CPT Bryan C. Leclers  accounting for equipment and lots and lots of training. The Bulldogs
CPT. M i

COMMANDER’S CORNER

Bulldog familics and friends,
As you know by now. the Bulldogs have arrived in Baghdad and are safe and healthy. The long deployment process
is finally over and we're all glad to be getting down to busi as we our missions of intelligence collection
and intelligence analysis. Deployment is hard. It entails lots of long days ing, packing, unpacking and

d all of this flawlessly — no surprise to

PT. M) anyone, based on the long-stand dard of excellence our soldiers are known for.

Commanding
The effort our soldiers have put forth already is truly amazing, Hour after hour of analysis, collection and repont
writing! And they mever falter! The morale is always high and they remain focused on accomplishing their
mission — a truly worthy mission of helping to provide security and peace to the great people of Iraq. The Bulldogs
are making a difference! I'm very proud of their efforts, as I'm sure you are as well.

To our great Family Readiness Group and to all the Bulldog familics and friends, thank you for all the great
Valentine's care pach All those cookies and candies really hit the spot! Keep ‘em coming, along with all your
letters and emails. There’s nothing like finishing off a hard day’s work with a great letter from a loved one!

I hope this newsletter finds you all well and that it has helped paint a little picture of what we're doing. More to
follow in the following months, Thanks again for all your support.

FROM THE TOP

Calling All Bulldog Ele 15 this is Bulldog-9 over
Bulldog-9, All Bulldogs El 1 itor (family bers, friends) over
Bulldog-9 text follows...

Seems like only vesterday the soldiers of the B/312* Military Intelligence, 1" Cavalry Division were preparing for a
major significant event in their lives, the deployment to Operation Iragi Freedom If. The unit had changed its entire chain of
command — new First Sergeant, Executive Officer and Company Commander all within a 3-month period just prior to early
January 2004 deployment. In the process, the unit had to integrate three new operational resources the Delta Company Prophet
team, the Tactical HUMINT Team, and the HHC maintenance team with the existing GSR and ACT/CGS platoons. How could a
unit possibly function as a cohesive team and be prepare to deploy with all new key players. Looking back now, the answer is
very clear. The B/312th MI NCOs and its soldiers made it happen, executing all required tasks efficiently to standard.

To the family members and friends, your endless acts of support and encouragement are paramount for soldiers to stay
Joeus on their daily missions in Iragi. I realize significant family moments will become a reality while the soldiers are deployed.
Capture the moments via e-mail, a letter or some kind package so that the soldiers can inue to partake in life s pleasurable
events. Continue to send those letters and packages, they bring so much joy and happiness to the soldiers.

Break...

The standards of living at Forward Operational Base (FOB) Camp Victory North are excellent by any standard, All
soldier living accommodations include a room, bed and an easily accessible latrine and shower. The leadership continues to
make improvements to the soldier s quality of life by addressing Morale Welfare Recreation improvements at the FOB.

Break...

As a First Sergeant, [ treasure every soldier more than a piece of gold. Abraham Lincoln once said, "Gold is good in its
place, but living brave patriotic men are better than gold”. What these soldiers of the B/312" M1, 17 Cavalry Division are doing
as patriots is making this world a better place for our children and the entire world. Their i fiate contributions to the i
are already making the world significantly better. B/312" M soldiers are always making us proud. * HOOAH BULLDOGS!!!"
Take care and God bless your familiecs and friends.

Break...

All Bulldog Elements this is Bulldog-9, Did you receive a good copy?
Bulldog-9 this is Al Bulldog Elements that was a good copy roger over



THE DOGHOUSE

A soldier’s life is not always a
pleasant one,

Spending nights dreamin” of your
wife but hugging your gun.

A tale of soldiers far and wide.
Never told twice but still you can’t
hide.

The fact still remains we do as
we're told.

We never ask for fame we just up
and go.

We never second-guess we try not
to undermine.

But never the less no one dreams of
living a life like mine.

Some young soldier’s family — they
have none.

They live for this life, they dream of
battles being won.

Now come tomorrow we’ll step on
to the battlefield

3000 as one and one year later step
off leaving behind none.

We’ll turn it all over to a fresh
group of soldiers.

It will then be time to take their
weapons off their shoulders.

To carry on our mission that some
might call heartless and some might
call amazing.

But to us it’s just another days’
work all in the making.

Blackjack we're called and heroes
to some,

But our story untold and fame we
ask none.

SPC Timothy Bayless

Let every nation know, whether it wishes
us well or ill, that we shall pay any price,
bear any burden, meet any hardship,
support any friend, oppose any loe, to
assure the survival and success of liberty.
-John F. Kennedy




HAPPY BIRTHDAY'!

SGT. Nolan - March 10

SSG Smith - March 11

Welcome to the following new bulldogs:
Madeline Kern, 29 Ni ber 2003
Katelynn Harris, 27 December 2003
Gabriela Dykstra, 22 January 2004

POSTAL TIPS

Mail is a very important part of
communicating with your loved one during this
deployment. To insure that your letter or
package arrives to it’s destination, remember to
follow postal regulations pertaining to mail
being shipped overseas. The following items
are prohibited from shipment to our guys’
APO:

currency {(don’t send cash)
Pornography (including depictions
of semi-nude individuals)
Bulk religious materials contrary to the

Islamic faith (religious materials intended for
the p 1 use of the add is permitted)
Firearms

Pork or pork by-products
Fruit or plants
Alcoholic beverages

Also, mail must fit into a mail sack.
Packages over 48 inches in length are not
permitted. Mail sent to Iraq must also include a
customs form and must be addressed to a
specific individual. No mail add d to “any
soldier” or the like will be delivered.
Unusually bulky or heavy packages may also
not be delivered depending on the APO it is
sent to. Kecp in mind that all mail coming into
Iraq is subject to search.

FRG NOTES Q%a

Welcome to our first Bulldog Newsletter, and a special welcome to
our extended Bulldog family. We are grateful for all of the spouses,
parents, siblings, grandparents, and special friends of our troops. If
there is ever anything that I can do, or information that I can provide
to you, please feel free to email me at christine.leclerc(@us.army.mil.
1 also want to invite you to send me your email address so that I can
send out periodic email updates if you would like them.

In case you are not aware, the correct address for our soldiers
is: Rank, First Name, Last Name B/312 MI, 1st CAV APO AE
09379 Please do not add Iraq, the base camp, or any additional
information to this address as that will delay the letters and
packages. Letters and packages are going quickly, sometimes as fast
as a week these days. They are greatly appreciated, please keep them
coming.

We have a few events coming up that if you are in the Fort
Hood area, we welcome you to. We have the Battalion Easter Egg
Hunt and party on Saturday, April 3rd from 10am to 12pm at the 1st
Cav Museum. We also will be having our April FRG meeting on
Sunday, April 21st from 2-4pm at Chris Leclerc's house. It will be a
Sunday Sundae party, and children are welcome, as always.

In case you do not already know about this resource, the
battalion has a fantastic website. It will include pictures, newsletters,
FRG notes, and a ton of links to any kind of resource you can
imagine. The link is; www.HOOD.ARMY MIL/1CD_312THMIBN
Please feel free to check the link, and don't forget to look at the
Bulldog page.

We have one fundraiser currently going on. We are selling
Desert camouflaged bobble-heads that you can personalize with your
own soldier’s face. If anyone is interested, please email Chris at
christine leclerc@us.army. mil.

If there is ever a question I can answer for you, or anything you
need, please don't hesitate to let me know. Thank you all, and again,
welcome to the Bulldog family!

Chris Leclerc

JANUARY FRG MEETING

"We had a great time at our first FRG
meeting after the soldiers
deployed. The wives and children put
together a Valentine's Day care package.
The families of our very missed soldiers
spent their time filling bags with
candy and Valentine's Day cards signed
"With Love, FRG." The children
spent their time decorating sugar cookies
which were carefully wrapped with love
and sent to our B CO. 312MI, 1st Calvary
soldiers.
by Tina Delgado



