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COPPERAS COVE – The Copperas Cove Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Bureau this week officially kicked off its Cove Card Project, designed to give families of deployed Fort Hood soldiers an economic incentive to stay and shop in this community.


Nearly 70 local businesses, all chamber members, are participating in the project, according to CCCC Executive Director David Landmann.


“Each one of those businesses, “ Landmann said, “is voluntarily offering some kind of discount, or ‘deal’ to Cove Card holders.”


Cove Card bargains include offers like two-for-one pizzas, 25 percent reductions on apartment rentals during deployment, and much more.


Dependents of deployed soldiers may claim a Cove Card (one per family) at the Copperas Cove Chamber of Commerce office, 204 E. Robertson Ave. in Copperas Cove.  Information is available by calling the chamber at 547-7571.


Landmann said the chamber came up with the Cove Card Project when it learned that thousands of Fort Hood soldiers, many of them Copperas Cove residents, would be deployed to play key roles in Operation Iraqi Freedom.


“We knew our community might be faced with not only a mass exodus of troops but with a mass exodus of their spouses and family members as well,” he said. “Often when soldiers leave, their families look to their respective families or their hometowns for support.”


He added that he also want to come up with a plan that would serve member businesses as well.


“I think we hit on the solution with the Cove Card,” Landmann said.


Cove Card-holders, Landmann explained, can use the card for discounts and specials voluntarily offered by participating businesses.  The discounts serve as an incentive for families to stay in Copperas Cove.  There is no limit on the Cove Card discount deals.  Cards expire when deployment ends.


From the business standpoint, Landmann explained, the card preserves, and in some cases, may create traffic in local establishments.


“We think it’s a win-win deal, “ he added.


He said the cards are made available to the families of deployed soldiers upon request and at no cost.  There is also no cost to participating businesses.  A list of participating businesses is handed to cardholders along with the cards themselves.


Participating businesses will be identified by door signs that read: “We Support Our Military Families By Accepting the Copperas Cove Value Card.  Details Inside.”

The sign also displays a large mock-up of the card.


“I want to make it clear that we’re not doing this as some kind of advertising promotion.  The chamber is doing this both as a service to military families and as a service to our member businesses,” Landmann said.

