GHOSTRIDERS LEAD THE WAY
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It has been a hectic, yet successful last two weeks for the Ghostriders.  We have completed all of our missions to standard, with no injuries to any of our outstanding soldiers.  The Battalion Staff has been in top form.  We recently took over the control of the main entrance and exit gate for the FOB.  The staff worked tirelessly making sure that those soldiers have everything they need.  SGT Matthews and SGT Kayes took on the responsibilities of NCOIC, and what a team they have been.  They have been great, receiving praise from everyone, to include our Brigade Commander.  It was said that since the Ghostriders took over that gate, it is the most secure gate on the FOB.  The staff also helped plan and execute our first range.  We fired 40 soldiers on the M249(machine gun).  That will really help us out, it gives us more soldiers that we can send out on convoys, or help out with our FOB security mission.  We also received 11 more soldiers this week, as the majority of our rear detachment deployed to meet us out here.  I went and picked them up from the airport, and made sure they made it here safe.  It was a nice reunion, as we have not seen many of them for 3 months.

Second Platoon has continued to set the standard for convoy operations.  They continue to go outside the FOB almost everyday.  They recently received a new soldier, SFC Bueno.  He has become the Platoon Sergeant and is making an immediate impact.  He came to us from 1-7 Cav, and we sure are glad to have him.  SGT Thompson has got the fuel point constantly pumping, and SGT Zapata and his water dogs are producing almost 19,000 gallons of water a day.  Without those two sections this FOB would not be able to function.

Third Platoon has been making a difference for us in the towers and on the gates.  Not only are they fixing generators, radios and weapons, but they are pulling a large amount of our security mission.  They continue to achieve the highest standards of discipline and readiness when they are guarding our gates and towers.  SGT Morris has now become the NCOIC of the ELM shop, and SSG Poree has taken control of the GSC.  These young NCOs are really showing they can handle the job.

Fourth Platoon has continued to be the main point for maintenance on this FOB.  They have been fixing anything they can get their hands on.  They have been pulling a second mission as well.  They have been helping out 1-7 when they go out on missions at night, by providing female search teams.  These females, along with a male NCO, go out and help search any females that 1-7 comes across in their nightly missions.  SGT Smiley has been the man, and PFC Lathrem has been going out on almost every mission.  Our soldiers are really stepping up to the new challenges they are forced to face on a daily basis. 

Fifth Platoon has been as busy as ever.  On top of running the SSA, they have at least one mission a day to help move equipment.  Today they went out to help a unit pickup a MILVAN and bring it back to the FOB.  They also have been supplying soldiers for female search teams, and gates and towers as well.  I don’t know how they do it, but they manage to find a way to keep that SSA running with the few soldiers that have left on a daily basis.  A lot of credit goes to SSG Harris and SSG Hudson who run a real tight ship, and make sure the soldiers are prepared for everything.

As far as the rest of the Company, things are running smooth.  We promoted PFC Haymond to SPC, SPC Turner to SGT, and we have about thirty more promotions lined up for June 1st.  We are finally situated in our new barracks, and the soldiers are happy here.  We do not have indoor plumbing, but it’s a small price to pay to have two people to a room.  My 1SG and I are doing well.  I am still trying to go out as much as I can, and she is still working hard to take care of all the soldiers needs here on the FOB.  The last thing I would like to do is some rumor control.  I plan on ending all of my letters with rumor control from now on.  It is important that rumors do not get out of hand, and that everyone is informed.  1st rumor is that we have already been extended.  We do not have orders that extend us.  The Army is trying very hard to make sure that we stay here our 365 days, then re-deploy back to the States.  So I can say for a fact, that as of right now, I am planning to bring my soldiers home in early March.  That doesn’t mean that it can’t change, but for now we are coming home in March.  2nd rumor is R & R policy.  The truth on R & R is that we do not know how many slots we will get to send soldiers home.  I know we have already started in country R & R, and we will continue to try and get as many of those slots as we can.  We should start being able to send soldiers home in June, but as of right now we do not know how many we can send.  I hope to send everyone home, but I do not think that will happen.  We will work hard to send as many deserving soldiers home as we can.  I promise that as more comes out I will let you know.  If there are any more rumors floating around please email me, or Wendy Lewis, and I will address them in my next weeks letter.  Thank you again for your support and prayers.  Until next week this is Ghostrider 6, signing out! 

CPT Kevin M Polosky

kevin.polosky@us.army.mil
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