                                                       Team Falcon

                                             By SGT Gregory T. Glading

They swept into Camp War Eagle like a sirocco to join their new brothers in arms.  Team Falcon of the 478th Civil Affairs Battalion arrived in early May from the Green Zone to support the 1-12 Cav’s civil military mission in Baghdad’s 9 Nissan district.  The 478th Civil Affairs Battalion drew most of Civil Affairs Team A (CAT A) Falcon from its Headquarters Company to replace Team Dog Soldier.   In April, Team Dog Soldier got deployed from Camp War Eagle to the South to support the 1st Armored Division (1st AD).  Major Ernest Vela of Dalhart, TX, commands Team Falcon.  Staff Sergeant Victor Campillo of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, is its Team Sergeant.  Sergeant Michael McKinnon of Miami, FL, Specialist Jonas Bogdon of Pembroke Pines, FL, and Specialist Allen Webb of Orlando, FL, make up Team Falcon.   

MAJ Vela assumed command of Team Falcon after working as a project manager and liaison between the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA), Non Governmental Organizations (NGO), and the 1st Cav/1stBrigade at the Brigade Tactical Operations Center (TOC) in Camp Iron Horse.  MAJ Vela says of his new post. “I was CAT A leader in Bosnia in 1996-97.  Our hands on accomplishments with the locals proved very rewarding.  I am a hands on type of officer and am glad to be in the thick of the action again.”

SSG Campillo works as a construction engineer in his civilian life and acted as the Battalion Engineer at the 478th CA BN’s Camp Mancini headquarters.   His engineering projects included developing double plated, bullet proof humvee doors, steel reinforced, fast opening humvee door hinges, and Z-type side humvee door gun mounts. “I enjoyed life in the Green Zone and my job with headquarters,” said SSG Campillo.  “But using my skills in the field, under combat conditions, to help others is a once in a lifetime opportunity.”

SGT McKinnon, a Miami-Dade, FL, Police Officer, worked as the unit armorer before joining Team Falcon.  “The transition was easy because I knew I was joining a great group of guys.  I worked hard to learn to be an armorer.  I miss the job but I know that I will never lose the valuable skill that the Army taught me.  Now I find working with Team Falcon on the front lines of Operation Iraqi Freedom an even greater and more rewarding challenge.”

SPC Bogdon is especially happy to join team Falcon.  “Before being selected for Team Falcon, I worked in the personnel administrative section (S1) as an on-the-job-trainee.  Mastering a new skill proved both an accomplishment and source of pride.  But now I am doing what I am trained to do and what I want to do.” 

SPC Webb is no stranger to Camp War Eagle and the 1-12 Cav.  “I was chosen to join Team Falcon because I had four-months experience as Team Strike’s driver.  I already knew the routes and the 9 Nissan District, so I am glad that I can make an immediate contribution to Team Falcon.  Major Vela is a special leader who really cares about his troops as well as the people we are helping.  SSG Campillo has the ability to motivate us, and I have already formed a special team bond with SGT McKinnon and SPC Bogdon.”

MAJ Vela says, “The goal of Team Falcon is to create projects that will make the people of 9 Nissan productive.  I work as a school guidance counselor in my civilian life.  I know from professional experience that a traumatic event changes a person forever.   The Iraqi people had to endure a 37-year trauma that was Saddam Hussein.  Most of these people have never known what it is to live a normal life.  Team Falcon is determined to work together to return the lives of 9 Nissan to normalcy and productivity.”  

Team Falcon stated as a group that 1-12 Cav is made up of soldiers of the highest caliber.  They see the 1-12 Cav as a proactive unit that can see a need and act on it, both in civil and military matters. 

