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Cavalry Greets 10th Mountain at Scania

By Spe. Andy Miller
122nd MPAD

COMBAT SUPPORT
CENTER SCANIA, Iraq -
Command Support Center
(CSC) Scania is typically the
last stop for troops heading
into Baghdad from Kuwait.
Following what is usually a
12-hour convoy, the road
weary troops stop there for
fuel. food and some rest. After
a brief sojourn they start their
engines, move out, and more
than 100 kilometers later they
are in Baghdad.

When the 2nd Brigade
Combat Team (BCT) from the
10th  Mountain  Division
stopped at Scania on their
journey to Baghdad, they were
greeted by an envoy from the
2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry
Regiment of the st Brigade
Combat Team. Ist Cavalry
Division.

The troops wanted to wel-
come the Mountain Division
Soldiers to the First Team. said
2nd Lt. Travis Trammell., a
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By Spc. Andy Miller, 122nd MPAD
Pfc. Elmer Garcia, a medic, and Pfc. Lionel Torres, an infantryman, both with the
4th Battalion, 31st Infantry Regiment, 10th Mountain Division, clean weapons and
prepare to rest at Combat Support Center Scania after a 12-hour convoy from
Kuwait. The 2nd Brigade Combat Team of the 10th Mountain Division arrived in
Baghdad mid-July to support the 1st Cavalry Division.

Trash Transfer Point Completed in Baghdad

By Spe. Jan Critchfield
122nd MPAD

KARADAH DISTRICT,
Baghdad, Irag- A waste transfer
point serving the Karadah dis-
trict officially opened July 14
as part of a local government
and coalition effort to improve
the quality of life in Baghdad.

Dumpsters. trash trucks,
and other heavy machinery

were also purchased as a part of
the project to clean Karadah.

Cleanup efforts in the
Karadah district, which is
home to more than a million
people and the subject of sever-
al other coalition projects, have
cost nearly a million dollars,
according to Lt. Col. Brian
Dosa, commander of the 3rd
Brigade Combat Team’s 8th
Engineer Battalion.

“The idea of a transfer
point is, rather than have them
drive to the landfill everyday,
which is very inefficient, they
come to a central point and big
trucks take it to the landfill.”
Dosa said.

“The first time 1 was out
here, it was burning, it was
stinking, As vou can see now,
it’s not a city park. but it does-
n't smell and there’s no burning

trash,” Dosa said, referring to
cleanup efforts of the transfer
site itselt, for which a local
Baghdad contractor was hired.

Security lights were built
and local guards were hired to
prevent people from dumping
illegally on the site, which was
once a relatively uninhabited
place, a place for people to
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10th Mtn. Div. Brings Combat Experience to Theater

Continued from Page 1
platoon leader with Cobra
Company of 2-8 Cav.

“[This mission] is to ease
[10th Mountain’s] transition
into their area of operations,”
Trammell said. “That’s why
link-up was
conducted [at
Scania]. where
we can  plan
and conduct a
good link-up
and move them
all the way into
[Baghdad
International
Airport] where
they can start
occupying their
area of opera-
tions and doing
their mission.”

1 0t h
Mountain’s
2BCT is known
as Task Force
Commando, a
light infantry
unit designed for mobility and
rapid deployment capability.
When elements of the brigade
recently returned from deploy-
ments to Afghanistan and
Africa, the Commandos began
transforming into a Brigade
Unit of Action (BUA).

The BUA concept is part
of an Army-wide reorganiza-
tion which changes brigade-
sized elements into smaller
more modular forces capable
of deploying without the rest
of its parent division.

“A good example of [a
BUA] is what
we just pulled
from the 10th
Mountain
Division,” 1st
Sgt. Tracy
Davis, 2-8 Cav.
said. “It’'s sort
of  the same
concept where
that package of
forces now falls
under the 1st
Cavalry
Division.”

Though the
Commandos
won't maintain
their traditional
organizational
structure in
Baghdad. it would be a mis-
take to misjudge them, Capt.
John Morning, the Company B
commander for 2-8 Cav. said.
Morning deployed with the
10th Mountain Division to
Afghanistan last vear during
Operation Enduring Freedom.

“I think than anyone who

considers them rookies is
sadly mistaken,” Morning
said. “Some of these guys
have already done two tours in
Afghanistan, and now are
coming to Iraq. I"d call them
probably far from rookies. 1
think we’re probably pretty
lucky to have them.”

In  Scania, the 10th
Mountain Commandos were
busy fueling their vehicles and
cleaning their weapons o pre-
pare for the last leg of their
journey to Baghdad. Pointing
out his  Soldiers, Capt.
Christopher Fahrenbach. the
Company C commander for
4th Battalion, 31st Infantry
Regiment. 10th  Mountain
Division, explained how well
his troops were prepared for
this mission in Baghdad.

“Although we don’t have
any experience in Irag, we’ve
got a lot of combat experi-
ence,” Fahrenbach said. “One-
third of my company are com-
bat veterans from Operation
Anaconda. Last vear the com-
pany spent eight months in
war in Africa... while the other
part of the battalion and what
was left of the brigade was
training the Afghan Army.
There is a tremendous amount
of combal experience in this
brigade and that’s what makes

By Spc. Andy Miller, 122nd MPAD

Staff Sgt. James
Mastrodomenico, a sec-
tion sergeant with the 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry
Regiment, 10th Mountain
Division, conducts
weapons maintenance
during a stop at Combat
Support Center Scania in
Iraq July 18.
Mastrodomenico recently
returned from a seven-
month deployment to
Africa. While in Ranger
School he was featured in
the Army of One Ranger
television advertisement.
2nd Brigade. 10th Mountain
Division the right unit for
Baghdad.”
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By Spe. Jan Critehfield, 122nd MPAD

A Facility Protection
Service officer stands in
front of a garbage truck
at a new garbage trans-
fer point built to make
transportation of solid
waste more efficient.

Partnership With
Iraqi People Fuels
Work Projects

Continued from Page 1
dump freely.

That type of unregulated
dumping had transformed the
property on which the transfer
point now stands, into a smok-
ing pile of refuse. located with-
in the city limits,

The new equipment will
allow the local government to
take care of the waste in an effi-
cient manner and get it out of
the city to two existing dumps,
Dosa said.

An additional landfill. with
more modern features, is also
under construction as a part of
another coalition project, Dosa
said.

“We're focusing on what
we consider to be the essential
services for the people of
Karadah. That’s sewers, water,
electricity, and trash. This is
Just one example of the ongo-
ing work we’re doing in part-
nership with the Iraqi people.”

Distinguished Guests Make the Rounds

By Spe. Michelle Newbold, 1st Cavalry Division Public Affairs

(Left) Gen. John Abizaid,
Commander, U. S. Central
Command, visits with
Maj. Gen. Peter Chiarelli,
Commanding General,
1st Cavalry Division, July
22, at 1st Caw.
Headquarters in
Baghdad, Iraq. Abizaid
attended briefings and
met with 1st Caw
Soldiers during his visit.

(Below) Brig. Gen. Joseph
Smith, (center) command-
ing general, United States
Army Safety Center, greets
Col. James McConville (far
left), commander, 4th
Brigade Combat Team, 1st
Cavalry Division, during a
stop at Camp Cooke July
20. The visit was part of a
four-day theater-wide con-
ference where members of
the Army aviation brigade
commands discussed top-
ics ranging from enemy
attacks methods, to how
to maintain the 4BCT’s
extraordinary operations
tempo, currently at seven
times the norm.

By Cpl. Benjamin Cossel, 122nd MPAD
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A Talent Show &
Sports Day
Saturday, July 24

6 am: 5 & 10K Fun Run
9 am: Volleyball Tourney
(6-person teams)

1 pm: Tug of War
(10-person team max)
7:30 pm: Talent Show at
Victory North PX

POC: MAJ Cobb, SFC
Collins, DNVT: 531-9862
Iraqna: 07901473517

be a sign that Killeen is rising in
prominence. Mills said the high-tech
convevers also have a more practical
significance.

“It means you can get upstairs.”

Killeen Daily Herald
Kim Perry, a baggage han-
dler for SkyWest Airlines,
uses the new escalator at
the Killeen-Fort Hood
Regional Airport on
Wednesday. It is the first
escalator in Killeen history.

splashes in a waterfall

o cool off in the pool at
arl Levin Park in
Harker Heights on
ednesday. With tem-
peratures in the 90s, the
pool is a popular place
o beat the heat.

BROTHERHOOD OF
BIKERS
SATURDAY, JULY 24
6P.M.

CAMP BLACK JACK
MAYOR CELL
PALLET BPAR & GRILL
ALL RIDERS
WELCOME

starting to crawl, was carried
up the aisle and spent the cere-
mony in the arms of grooms-
man Chris Gowan. His blonde
hair was neatly parted and his
pint-size tuxedo altered to fit
perfectly. Caleb's shoes didn't
fit, though. so his bare feet
showed from the cuffs of his
tuxedo trousers.

The bride and groom were
told that while a witness to a
wedding must be at least 16
vears old, there was no law that
would prevent Caleb from tak-
ing his father's place in the cer-

emony.
""No one else could
replace (Jeremy)." Osowski

said. ""The only other person
we wanted there was Caleb. It's
his son. It's part of him."
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scores as of July 22
8 p.m. PDT

AMERICAN LEAGUE

Minnesota 7
Tampa Bay 5

Baltimore 8
Boston 3

Game 2
Boston 4
Baltimore o

Chicago 3
Cleveland o

Kansas City 13
Detroit 7

New York 1
Toronto o

Anaheim 11
Texas 1

Oakland
@ Seattle

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Chicago 13
Cincinnati 2

Atlanta 2
Pittsburgh 1

Florida 10
Philadelphia 8

Montreal 4
New York 1

St. Louis 4
Milwaukee 0

Houston 10
Arizona 3

San Diego 9
San Francisco 4

Los Angeles 4
Colorado 2




