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Operation Iraqgi Freedom 11

“Telling the First Team'’s Story”

Sept. 27, 2004

1st Lt. Edward Perez
(below), a liaison offi-
cer, with headquarters

company, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st
Cavalry Division, is

served a piece of choco-
late cake at the Pegasus
Dining Facility (DFAC)
Sept. 24. Special
desserts and entrees
were prepared by DFAC
personnel in celebration

of the division’s
Hispanic Heritage
Celebration. DFAC per-
sonnel also celebrated

with food decorations
that provided a festive
atmosphere to the DFAC.

Staff Sgt. Susan German, 122nd MPAD

1st Cavalry Division
Soldiers (left) perform a
type of song called a
plena during the
Hispanic Heritage
Celebration that took
place Sept. 24 in honor
of the beginning of
National Hispanic
Heritage Month. In the
past a plena was used
as a way of telling
news and gossip
between people, but in
modern times, it is a
tradition similar to car-
oling during

By Spc. Marie Whitney, 122nd MPAD ~ Christmastime.

By Pfc. Al Barrus, 122nd MPAD

Three Soldiers (above) cross the finish line after a
10 kilometer fun run in celebration of Hispanic
Heritage Month at Camp Liberty Friday morning.
The course ran once around the lake adjacent to
division headquarters for the 5k course, and twice
for those running the 10k event.

Mechanic
Has a lot
of Heart

By Cpl. Benjamin Cossel
122nd MPAD

CAMP HOPE,
Baghdad - Lightning never
strikes twice, or so the
story goes, but in the case
of Sgt. Dewey Gibson the
lightning was a mortar
round and the story was
wrong.

When he got back
from the combat support
hospital (CSH) after tak-
ing wounds to the inner
thigh from a mortar round,
Sgt. Dewey Gibson count-
ed his lucky stars that the
wounds he received were
not serious.

"Considering how high
up on my inner thigh that
shrapnel went," he com-
mented with a chuckle, "it

could have been a lot
worse."
Gibson, a mechanic

with Company C, 115th
Forward Support
Battalion, 1st Brigade
Combat Team of the 1st
Calvary Division returned
to duty less than 24-hours
later. He spent just three
days away from his unit
after his first injury:
shrapnel from yet another
mortar round explosion.
After receiving
wounds taken from mortar
shrapnel, Gibson has the

distinction of being
awarded two Purple
Hearts, with injuries

Continued on Page 2
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Two Purple Hearts
for FOB Hope Troop

Continued from Page 1
occurring within a week of
each other.

"I absolutely could not
believe it," Sgt. 1st Class
Stephony Lacy said
recalling Gibson’s second
injury. "We (Gibson and
Lacy) had just been joking
about me needing to put on
my gear to walk to the
latrine and 1 had told
Gibson that he was the
mortar magnet and needed
to put his gear on. | get
back, and they tell me the
guy has been hit again. |
just couldn't believe it."

For many of the
Soldiers working in the
motor section, Gibson has
become something of an
inspiration for them.

"Every single Soldier
he works with has nothing
but respect and admiration
for him," noted Sgt. 1st
Class Kenneth Henry,
Gibson's platoon sergeant.
"They see what he's gone

through and see him right
back out there working in
the same spots those
rounds got him and they
know they can go out there
and do it if he can."”

With more than 800
rounds impacting on Camp
Hope (formerly known as
Camp Eagle) since the 1st
BCT's arrival in early
April, many Soldiers, per-
haps trying to overcome
their own fears, have spo-
ken to Gibson about his
experience and how he
continues on.

"I just tell them when
they ask me," he says in
his slow, southern drawl,
"that there really isn't any-
thing they can do about it
and that their fears are
completely normal.
Really, the only way to get
over that fear is to under-
stand we have an impor-
tant job to do ... to grit
your teeth and just get out
there and do it."

By Cpl. Benjamin Cossel, 122nd MPAD

Indicating where a round struck the M1A1l Abrams
tank he was working on, Sgt. Dewey Gibson said the
"Fear of mortar rounds coming in is really never some-
thing you get over. You just sort of have to grit your
teeth and go out and there and get your job done."

SAFETY TIP

SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

enemy
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News Notes

Texas Band Sells
Itself on Ebay

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -
Looking to hire a band?
March on over to eBay.
The James Bowie High
School Marching Band, all
250 members of it, are up
for bid to raise money for
a group trip to Arizona. So
far, no one has placed the
$4,999 starting bid for the
band, which promises in
its eBay listing to "make a
cosmic impact at your next
personal or corporate
event" and "literally blow
your guests away!" Ten
days of bidding will end
Saturday. The band will hit
up parents to fill in the
gaps if it falls short of the
money needed to compete
in the National Band
Championship and Fiesta
Bowl Parade in Arizona.

Economic Boom
Coming to El Paso

EL PASO, Texas (AP) -
The relocation of thou-
sands of Soldiers to Fort
Bliss over the next decade
could revive the economic
hopes of a city that has
long been one of the
nation's poorest. The
Army announced in July
that Fort Bliss, which has
about 12,000 Soldiers,
would gain another 3,800
troops by 2006. The post
could absorb up to 10,000
more over the next decade
as part of President
Bush's plan to bring
70,000 Soldiers home
from overseas posts, U.S.
Sen. Kay Bailey
Hutchison said. The first
wave of troops would
bring an estimated $586
million to the city's econo-
my each year, and more
than 1,000 additional jobs.

AP
Josie Morrison, 18 months old, meets Peanut at a preschool pet fair at
Pollard United Methodist Church in Tyler, Texas.

BRAC Panel Tours Hood

KILLEEN, Texas
(Kileen Daily Herald) -
Members of the Texas sub-

committee on Base
Realignment and Closure
toured Fort Hood on

Thursday and heard com-
ments from the post's com-
munity leaders and residents
about its importance to the
area.

"We had a fantastic day
at Fort Hood," said state
Rep. Dianne White-Delisi,
R-Temple, the subcommit-
tee's chairwoman.

The group, which falls
under the state's Committee
on Defense Affairs and
State-Federal Relations,
was organized by Gov. Rick
Perry to ensure Texas pre-
pares its 18 installations for
the 2005 Base Realignment
and Closure Commission.

The stakes are high. The
Army in July announced
Fort Hood will receive
5,000 troops in the next
year under the service's

transformation process that
will give the 4th Infantry an
additional maneuver and
aviation brigades. Under the
realignment process, com-
munity leaders have been
hoping to boost the ranks by
at least another 3,000
Soldiers.

In contrast, during the
last rounds in the '90s, Fort
Hood saw the inactivation
of the 2nd Armored
Division begin in 1990, and
the state was hit hard again
in 1995 with several clo-
sures.

Overall, the past four
rounds of the Base
Realignment and Closure
Commission closed 97
bases nationwide with an
estimated savings of $13.5
billion. The upcoming 2005
round, urged by the
Pentagon and mandated by
Congress, is expected to
target about 100 additional
military facilities for an
added savings of $6 billion

a year.
"Texas has paid its dues
in that area,"” said Bill Ehri,

chairman of the Texas
Military Preparedness
Commission. "There are

states that have not had any
(bases) closed since '91."

Gov. Perry has pledged
$20.5 million worth of
improvements to Fort Hood
to entice the Pentagon to
expand the Army post. Sen.
Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-
Texas, also pushed $49.8
million to construct a bar-
racks complex for troops and
$28.2 million for a Digital
Multi-Purpose Training
Range to provide a new
capability to better prepare
Soldiers.

"This is not just about
the fact that this fort is the
largest employer in the great
state of Texas," said Rep.
Suzanna Gratia-Hupp, R-
Lampasas, a member of the
subcommittee, "This is about
taking care of our Soldiers.
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ATLANTA (AP) - The

Braves Win D|V|S|on Again

cigars were bigger than
ever, the champagne and
beer just as cold.

The scene in the joy-
ous Atlanta Braves club-
house showed that win-
ning never gets old.

The Braves clinched
their 13th consecutive
division title Friday night,
winning the NL East with
an 8-7 comeback victory
over the Florida Marlins.

Afterward, a smiling
and soaked Chipper Jones
sat slumped on a table and
tried to put the record run
into perspective.

"Besides my first one,
this one is definitely the
most special to me," said
Jones, a rookie on the
Braves' 1995 World Series
championship team.

Picked to finish behind
Philadelphia and Florida
by many before the sea-

AP

Atlanta Braves' Chipper Jones, center, without hat,
celebrates with teammates after the Braves clinched
their 13th straight division title Sept. 24 in Atlanta.

son, the Braves were Six
games under .500 and 6%
games out of first place on
June 23. They are 58-26
since, leaving the Marlins
and Phillies to fight for
second place.

"They shouldn't have
picked against us,"” Jones
said.

Atlanta's incredible
streak began with the 1991
NL West title and excludes
the 1994 strike-shortened

season. But the Braves
have only one World
Series ring to show for it,
that 1995 victory over
Cleveland.

The Braves became the
third major league team to
clinch their division, join-
ing St. Louis in the NL
Central and Minnesota in
the AL Central. The New
York Yankees have
secured at least a wild-
card spot.

Old Man Joms Football Team

The strip of tape bear-
ing his new nickname
appeared over Tim Frisby's
locker one afternoon dur-
ing summer drills. Frisby
left it there and allowed
himself to be the object of
ribbing during two-a-day
football practices.

The nickname is Pops.

Frisby is a 39-year-old
father of six, and he is
back playing a young
man's game. The N.C.A.A.
announced this week that
Frisby, a 20-year Army
veteran who had served
with the 82nd Airborne
Division, was eligible to
play football for South
Carolina. He will be part
of the Gamecocks' 105-
man squad dressing for
tonight's  home  game
against Troy State.

"It's a dream come
true,” Frisby said in a tele-

Post an ..Courier
Tim Frisby has been
nicknamed Pops by his
younger teammates.

phone interview. "l've
wanted to do this for so
long."

Frisby is a 6-foot-1,
188-pound wide receiver
who is exempt from
N.C.A.A. age rules
because of his military

service. The N.C.A.A. said
it did not keep the type of
data that would have
allowed it to determine if
Frisby was the oldest play-
er to participate in
Division | football.

He may not be the old-
est player, but he may as
well forget his given name.
Pops has stuck. Lou Holtz,
South Carolina's 67-year-
old coach, said he wanted
to keep Frisby on the team
as a walk-on because
Frisby's family, which has
children 6 months old to
16, could boost attendance
at home games.

Frisby has become the
marvel of the program.
When Holtz told the team
during its prepractice
stretch on Thursday that
the N.C.A.A. had cleared
Frisby to play, his team-
mates broke into applause.

In Brief

Gates Tops
Forbes Again

NEW YORK (Reuters)

For the 11th consecutive
year, Microsoft Corp. co-
founder Bill Gates took
first place on the "Forbes

400" list of the richest
people in the United
States. Forbes magazine

will publish its annual list
inits Oct. 11 issue. For the
first time since 2000, the
total net worth of the rich-
est Americans topped $1
trillion in 2004, up $45
billion from last year. The
list includes a record num-
ber of billionaires at 313,
or 78 percent of the list.

Yankees Clinch
Playoff Spot

NEW YORK (AP) - After
clinching another postsea-
son trip, there were no
high-fives or celebratory
handshakes in the New
York Yankees' clubhouse
It was
business as
usual -
except for
all the
rookies
dressed in |
Elvis out-
fits. Derek Jeter hit a lead-
off home run, Jon Lieber
pitched into the eighth
inning and the Yankees
clinched their 10th con-
secutive playoff berth
with a 7-3 victory over the
Tampa Bay Devil Rays on
Thursday. "It's nice, but
we expect that coming in,"
Alex Rodriguez said. New
York increased its AL East
lead to 4% games over the
second-place Red Sox,
who lost to Baltimore 9-7.
The Yankees go to Fenway
Park for a three-game
series this weekend.




