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Camp Mancini Comes to Life in Baghdad
By

SFC Clarence Kugler 478th CA BN PAO

At 1028 hours on Sunday the twenty-fifth of April 2004 Camp Mancini came to life. The moment of birth featured the unveiling of a large multi-colored Camp Mancini sign adjacent to an entrance door. The sign contains the unit motto “No Slack” and contains the logos of units SFC Mancini served. Beneath the sign a pair of combat boots rested in front of a rifle with a helmet atop to symbolize the presence of Sergeant First Class Curtis Mancini at the ceremony.   The new home of the 478th Civil Affairs Battalion (CA BN) from Miami, Florida was named after SFC Mancini who lost his life on assignment from the 478th CA BN in Afghanistan earlier this year.

In January 2003, SFC Mancini joined an elite training team assembled to train the Free Iraqi Forces (FIF) in Taszar, Hungary. SFC Mancini, a police firearms instructor with the Davie Police Force in Davie, Florida, taught civil affairs courses to the FIF. The FIF was comprised of former Iraqi citizens who left their country as political refugees and settled in North America and Europe. SFC Mancini volunteered to return to Iraq with the FIF at the start of Operation Iraqi Freedom and deliver the FIF to combat units needing expertise in Iraqi customs and language.

In late April 2003, SFC returned to Ft. Bragg, North Carolina with the other FIF instructors to be demobilized. Once again, SFC Mancini volunteered to stay on active duty in the Special Operations community to help fight in the war on terrorism. He remained at Ft. Bragg until early in 2004 when he was deployed to Afghanistan to work as a civil affairs specialist.  

Brigadier General Charles Davidson and Command Sergeant Major James Maree from the 350th Civil Affairs Command, Pensacola, Florida were on hand to honor the memory of SFC Mancini and to preside over the dedication of the new headquarters. CSM Maree said after the ceremony, “I served with SFC Mancini at the 478th and I served on a promotion board that promoted him. I know he would be proud to be remembered every day by soldiers in combat.”
Sergeant Leartis Fuller of Miami,FL gave an invocation for the day followed by a rendition of the National Anthem and Taps. All Battalion soldiers were issued black metal memorial bracelets with the inscription SFC Curtis Mancini, 478th Civil Affairs BN (FID/UW), KIA,29 JAN 04, Afghanistan. The bracelets were put on during the ceremony.
Commander of the 478th CA BN, Lieutenant Colonel Wilfredo Rosario said after the opening of Camp Mancini, “SFC Mancini was a soldier’s soldier who deployed to both Iraq and Afghanistan in support of his country. I expect every soldier who steps into the Camp Mancini entrance to remember the dedication of SFC Mancini to his job as a Non- Commissioned Officer (NCO).”
Master Sergeant Ken Everett of Homestead, Florida is the 478th NCO in charge of communications in Baghdad.  MSG Everett served in Vietnam with the Special Forces and also worked with SFC Mancini as a FIF instructor in Hungary.  MSG Everett said at the start of the ceremony, “SFC Mancini was a fine soldier. He was a good role model for our younger soldiers to follow.”

Camp Mancini arose from a motor pool area 50 meters off the Tigris River in Baghdad. In addition to serving as the Battalion Headquarters, the Camp will provide soldiers with a dayroom that has pool tables, a kitchen, a weight training area, and a computer room where soldiers will be able to contact home.    
