Combat Honors for the 478th CA BN

BY Sergeant Gregory T. Glading, Asst. PAO

Several thousand miles of family separation failed to darken the sapphire blue skies over Baghdad’s Green Zone on Easter Sunday morning 2004.   At a 9:00am ceremony, the 478th Civil Affairs Battalion received their wartime service unit patches.   Every 478th CA BN soldier was awarded four patches, each representing a unit that the 478th supports.  The units are the 1st Armored Division, the 1st Cavalry Division, the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment, or United States Army Civil Affairs Psychological Operations Command (USACAPOC).  Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Wilfredo Rosario of Virginia Beach, VA, honored his troops in saying, “As your commander, I want to take this opportunity to tell all of you how pleased I am by the intensity and motivation displayed by the soldiers, non commissioned officers (NCO’s), and commissioned officers in this unit.  I have personally visited with each of the Brigade Commanders that our companies support out in the field.  During these visits, I have repeatedly heard the same refrain, the overwhelming satisfaction of these Active Duty Commanders with the caliber of soldiers and officers that Civil Affairs continues to commit to this mission.” Then the ceremony’s adjutant, Captain Jesus Rodriquez of Houston, TX, called four soldiers forward to represent their sections: Specialist Jonas Bogdon of Pembrooke Pines, FL, represented the personnel administrative section (S1); Sergeant Amy Smolik of Tampa, FL, represented the military intelligence section (S2); Sergeant First Class Samuel McConney of Orlando, FL, represented the supply section (S4); and Major Enrique Nazario of Orlando, FL, represented the officers of Headquarters Company.  LTC Rosario then pinned wartime service patches onto those soldier’s right sleeves.     

The ceremony marked yet another of many milestones in the career of the Battalion Command Sergeant Major (CSM), Mark B. Duwel of Miami, FL.  “Earning a wartime service patch after 31-years of service was worth the wait.  It probably would’ve been more exciting had I received it as a young soldier but it’s still every bit as much an honor.”  CSM Duwel explained that, “The history of unit patches dates to the Civil War.  Groups of soldiers would informally design their own symbols depicting things such their hometowns or their ethnic heritage.  Soon they incorporated these symbols into patches that they sowed on their uniforms.   Later in World War I, a division commander observed that practice and decided that it would be a moral booster to design a formal patch for the uniforms of the entire unit.” 

Every unit’s patch has an interesting history. The 478th CA BN can take tremendous pride in a history that far surpasses symbols, emblems, and patches.  LTC Rosario told those attending the ceremony, “Our unit’s history is a distinguished one.  Initially constituted in Post World War II Japan, the unit’s mission was similar to the one facing us today: reestablishment of essential services, governance, and implication of democratic institutions.   The unit has participated in Operation Just Cause in 1989 and Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm in 1989-1991.  Soon after being designated as a battalion in 1992, the unit provided humanitarian assistance activities in the wake of Hurricane Andrew.   478th personnel also assisted in relief efforts in Central America following Hurricane Mitch in 1993.  Since then, the unit has deployed soldiers to Bosnia and had participated in Operation Enduring Freedom, with unit members recently returning from Afghanistan and Djibouti where they conducted Civil-Military operations in concert with the local populace and international organizations working to enhance long-term stability to those regions.”

At age 59, Sergeant First Class Clarence Kugler of Deerfield Beach, FL who received his first combat patch in Vietnam from the American Division is the unit’s most seasoned soldier; Private Darwin Caceres of Miami, FL, is the unit’s youngest soldier at only 20-years-old and less than two-years of military service.   “Much of my military pay goes to support my mother back home.  In many ways I felt that she was with me sharing my pride as I received my patch.  I feel that being In Baghdad Iraq, for Operation Iraqi Freedom and the War Against Terrorism is now a part of me.  My training with the unit in Camp Shelby, MS, Ft. Hood, TX, and Ft. Bragg, NC, was very challenging.  I know that I have the best training and I’m the best at what I do.   I’m also confident because I’m with others who are well trained to keep each other safe.”  

CSM Duwel further explained, “A combat patch has always stood for valor, courage, and honor.  Today represents an important day in 478th CA BN history: past, present, and future.”  In the words of LTC Rosario, “We look forward to the challenges that we will face together.  These experiences will teach us how to better serve both the American and Iraqi people as we make a safe, stable environment, and promote the democratic process in this society.” 

