Our Journey to Baghdad:

   HHC First Sergeant Gives Family Readiness Groups ‘News From the Front’

By 1st Sgt. Edwin D. Kerns

Greetings From Iraq

Well, we finally made it.  It has been a journey, and we still have a way to go.  When we departed from Fort Hood it was a cheerful, yet sorrowful day.  Many of us anticipated the deployment and were ready to get over here and take care of business.  The Soldiers were motivated, well trained and focused to come over here and perform any mission we were called upon to do.  For the families it was a day filled with tears.  But they were all supportive of their Soldier knowing that there were trained and ready.  
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Working Hard in Kuwait

When we arrived in Camp New York, Kuwait we knew we had to get to work.  We immediately began to download the ships that brought our equipment over.  The mechanics began to work hard at getting our vehicles ready for the long journey north to Baghdad.  They performed quality assurance and control checks on over 250 pieces of equipment.  The food service specialists began to assist at the dining facility at Camp New York, ensuring the workers were preparing the food being served to our Soldiers properly.  The Soldiers of the headquarters section began accounting for the Soldiers as they arrived and scheduling training events that would be necessary to better prepare us for our trip into Iraq.  The supply personnel began getting the things we would need to get us into Iraq, and things we would need once we arrived.

After we received all of our equipment, we began to participate in several training events.  First we went to several small-arms ranges to prepare us to fire our weapons -- both individually assigned weapons and crew served.  In addition, we received training from subject-matter experts from the Military Professional Resources Incorporated (MPRI) on convoy operations.  This training was important because we knew we had a long convoy from Kuwait to Baghdad, and we could at any time encounter contact from insurgents or others that would want to hinder the coalition forces efforts to help the people of Iraq build democracy.   The training we received from MPRI was very helpful in preparing us for what we were about to go into.
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Trained and Ready – Into Action

After we completed the necessary training, we conducted final pre-combat checks and inspections to prepare for our journey into Iraq.  We began our journey into Iraq on March 22.  Before we left, the Assistant Division Chaplain Maj. Grant Johnson said a prayer for our safe journey.  We would later see that the prayers of not only the chaplain, but also the other believers were heard. 

It was a three-day journey.  It was a very tense time for many of the Soldiers.  Many of us have never deployed before, but we knew that we were ready for the mission, which eased our tensions.  The first day we traveled to a location just short of the Iraq border and remained there until early the next morning.  We began our movement shortly after midnight and drove until late that evening.  As we drove into Iraq our Soldiers were on the alert and ready to react to any situation. 
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A Blessing – A Safe Arrival

Fortunately, our convoy went without incident on the second day.  On the third day we once again set out early on our final leg to Baghdad.  Once again our Soldiers were prepared for any situation.  We knew that as we closed in on Baghdad, the likelihood that we might make contact would increase.  Once again we made it on the final leg of our convoy without incident.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Family Readiness Group for the outstanding service you are providing our unit.  We know that you are able to handle any problem that our family members may have.  Knowing you are behind us better enables us to concentrate on our duties here in Iraq.


Once we arrived here at Camp Victory, Baghdad, the first leg of our journey ended, but this is only the beginning of what promises to be a very successful deployment in the coalition’s effort to rebuild Iraq and establish a democracy in this country.  
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Freedom Fighters – Thanks to Family Support

We are here and have begun to conduct operations that will help the people of Iraq enjoy a freedom that they did not know before: the same freedom that we have enjoyed all of our lives.  We are proud to be Soldiers in the First Cavalry Division.  We are shaping history one day at a time.  We ask for your continued prayer and support on the home front.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Family Readiness Group for the outstanding service you are providing our unit.  We know that you are able to handle any problem that our family members may have.  Knowing you are behind us better enables us to concentrate on our duties here in Iraq.
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It’s America’s Team; It’s Our Team; It’s The First Team!

