                          Operation Iron Broom helps sweep in a new Iraq

                                        By SGT Gregory T. Glading

Rebuilding Iraq requires challenging journeys down many political and structural avenues.   Operation Iron Broom not only promises to upgrade Baghdad’s roads and highways but to uplift the pride and moral of Baghdad’s citizens.   In April 2004, the Coalition Provincial Authority (CPA) dedicated 10-Million US Dollars for Baghdad’s beautification.  1.1-million of that money goes to the 1-12 Cavalry’s area of operations in Baghdad’s 9 Nissan district.   Projects include building small parks and soccer fields, planting trees and landscaping traffic circles, and curb painting and medium repair.  

SGT Benjamin Hedrick of the 478th Civil Affairs Battalion (CA BN) Team 12 is the project’s coordinator. “Project Iron Broom is building a better Baghdad, and, moreover, it is creating jobs.   A job gives a person both dignity and the means to support his family.”  SGT Hedrick appoints local contractors to hire, supervise, and pay the workers. 478th CA BN Team 12 and the 1-12 Cav ascertain that the contractors get the work done. 

Captain Steve Price, the 1-12 Cav Military Intelligence Commander, says of Operation Iron Broom, “Gainful employment is a key to Iraq’s security.  The Muqtada militia recruits most of its members from the unemployed.  Most of their recruits are street thugs without jobs.  The Muqtada militia offers them money to join and they take it.  A gainfully employed individual is far less likely to join the insurgency.” Citywide, Operation Iron Broom has created over a thousand jobs and over a hundred jobs in 9 Nissan.

“Currently, Operation Iron Broom is concentrating on upgrading Highway 5 and its surrounds,” said SGT Hedrick.  “We plan on expanding into all sectors of 9 Nissan.”   Trekkers using Highway 5 can see posted signs pointing out Operation Iron Broom projects and its workers in orange vests.   “The success of Operation Iron Broom can’t be measured in numbers or statistics,” said Hedrick.  “Everyday we can visibly see the results and it just seems that the people in areas improved by Operation Iron Broom are more receptive to our presence.”    

