SAFETY ORIENTATION OUTLINE FOR NEWLY ARRIVED PERSONNEL

The following orientation outline identifies minimum accident prevention information for new personnel.  The safety officer or civilian supervisor will maintain a record of this briefing until the soldier or civilian departs. 


a.  Introduction.  Advise personnel that the safety of personnel, both on and off duty, is of the utmost importance and that accidents adversely affect mission accomplishment.  Emphasize that accident prevention procedures are for everyone's protection and that everyone must follow them.  Stress the use of good common sense and judgment.


b.  Required Topics.  The topics on hazards outlined in paragraphs (c) through (i) below are general hazards and must be covered on a continuous basis.  The topics on hazards outlined in paragraphs (j) through (l) are seasonal in nature and should be emphasized during the appropriate season.


c.  Traffic Safety.  This includes safe operation of POVs including automobiles, motorcycles, and operation of Army Motor Vehicles (AMVs).  All new personnel must view the Drivers Dozen and receive a copy of the Ft Hood memo.



(1) POVs.  POV accidents are the leading killer of FH soldiers:




(a) POV accident victims also include pedestrians and motorcyclists




(b) Most fatalities have been soldiers in the ranks of sergeant and below and 25 years of age and younger.




(c) Most of FH soldiers killed in POV accidents who had safety belts available failed to wear them.  Seat belts must be worn when available at all times (Army and state of Texas requirement).




(d) Primary causes of accidents are speed, fatigue, alcohol, inattention, and reckless driving.



(2) Motorcycles.  Soldiers, military family members, Department of Defense (DoD) civilian employees, and contractor employees who operate or ride a motorcycle on FH will comply with the following requirements.  Soldiers who do not comply with the below listed requirements will not operate or ride on a motorcycle either on or off FH.




(a) Possess a valid state operator's permit.




(b) Have proof of financial responsibility as required by Texas state law and FH Regulation 190-5 (Fort Hood Traffic Code).




(c) Wear a commercially produced high visibility vest or jacket whenever operating or riding a motorcycle.  Personnel wearing BDUs, Flight suits or dark color clothing must wear a reflective vest, the wearing of the obsolete PT reflective belt is prohibited.  The vest or jacket must be made of high visibility material for visibility during daytime operation and have reflective material (minimum of one inch by eighteen inches) on the front and rear of the vest or jacket for nighttime visibility.  The wearing of homemade vests or jackets with reflective material or the wearing of reflective bands will not satisfy this requirement.

Wear properly fastened and approved motorcycle safety helmets and eye protection

 devices whenever operating or riding a motorcycle.  Eye protection devices must be either an approved face shield attached to the helmet or approved clear safety goggles.




(e) Wear long sleeve shirts, pants, over the ankle foot wear, and full finger leather gloves.  The riding of a motorcycle in PT uniform without the running suit is prohibited.   




(f) Operate the motorcycle with headlights on at all times.




(g) Successfully complete the FH motorcycle safety course, including the hands on evaluation.  Only completion of an Army approved motorcycle safety course will meet this requirement.  Persons who have completed an approved motorcycle safety course at another installation within the last five years do not have to complete the FH course.  Persons subject to this requirement who are newly assigned to FH or who have recently acquired a motorcycle will be given a seven-calendar day grace period to comply.




(h) Register and display a state license plate according to Texas state law or the state law of the owner's residence.




(i) Display a valid state inspection sticker from the State of Texas or the owner's residence.




(j) Be equipped with two rearview mirrors, one mirror on each side of the motorcycle.  (NOTE:  The above requirements apply to military persons who operate motorcycles on or off FH.)




(k) Be registered with the Provost Marshal, III Corps and FH and display a valid FH motorcycle registration decal affixed to the left front fork of the motorcycle.



(3) AMV accidents are normally the result of:



    (a) Excessive speed, following too closely, failure to yield right of way, fatigue, and inattention.



    (b) Failure to operate a vehicle as prescribed in the vehicle operator's manual.



    (c) Failure to accomplish before and after operational checks/required maintenance.


d.  Fire Prevention.  Emphasize that personnel should:



(1) Never smoke in bed.



(2) Not throw matches, cigarettes, or ashes into wastebaskets or out of vehicles, particularly when in the field training area.



(3) Never use gasoline or petroleum fuels to clean floors, latrines, engines, equipment, or anything else.



(4) Strictly follow procedures in Technical Manual 10-4500-200-13 when operating fuel burning equipment such as tent space heaters or M2 burner units.  Commercial outdoor space heaters are not to be used inside of tents or buildings. 


e.  Firearms Safety.  Stress the proper inspection and clearing of weapons before and after use and the avoidance of horseplay, e.g., 'quick draw' contests or other foolish acts.  Always consider weapons to be loaded.


f.  Range Safety.



(1) Access to live fire-training areas must be coordinated with and cleared by the G3 Range Division.



(2) The primary hazard when the live firing ranges are inactive is the presence of unexploded shells (duds), grenades, fuses, boosters, and other powder burning ammunition and training devices.  Soldiers must not touch or handle a dud.  If you discover a dud, note its location and notify the Range Office immediately.


g.  Hearing Conservation.  Personnel, who operate noise hazard equipment, enter or work in noise hazardous areas will wear hearing protection.



(1) Many Army personnel, both civilian and military, have suffered hearing loss from failure to wear hearing protection (earplugs, muff, etc.).



(2) Wearing of hearing protection will be enforced.  Disciplinary action may be taken against personnel who fail to wear hearing protection when required.


h.  Flooded Low Water Crossings.

During the period s of sudden heavy rainfall or periods of steady rainfall, the numerous low water 

crossings on the reservation become flooded.  The lack of rain in the Ft Hood area does preclude area streams and rivers from rising/flooding from rain received in areas north of the installation.  Many soldiers have drowned while attempting to drive vehicles across flooded low water crossings.

Comply with instruction signs and barricades posted at low water crossings.  


i.  Antenna Safety.



(1) Soldiers have been electrocuted while erecting and taking down antennas such as tactical, television and citizen band (CB).  Antennas have contacted nearby energized electrical power lines.  Personnel who live in on-post housing and who wish to erect a television or CB antenna must receive approval for installation from the Directorate of Engineering and Housing.



(2) Operators of vehicles with antennas must take every precaution so that radio antennas come no closer than 10 feet from high-tension wires.  Whip radio antennas will be tied down when in the cantonment areas or in towns.  Antenna tips will be covered with tip caps or suitable substitute to prevent eye/head piercing hazards.


j,  Poisonous Snakes, insects, and plants.                



(1) Rattlesnakes, copperheads, water moccasins, and coral snakes inhabit the FH area.



(2) Each year, some FH soldiers are bitten while attempting to capture poisonous snakes or from inattention.



(3) Be watchful for snakes in wooded areas and in tall grass, shrubs, under rocks, and by streams or rivers.



(4) If bitten, remain calm and obtain first aid immediately.  If possible, kill the snake and bring it to the medical facility to enhance identification and proper treatment.


k.  Water Safety.



(1) Water related accidents are usually the second leading killer of FH soldiers.  Most of these accidents involve recreational water activities.



(2) Several recreational water fatalities have occurred at nearby Belton and Stillhouse Lakes.  Most of the victims drowned while swimming; others have died from other causes such as boating accidents, scuba diving, falling off air mattresses and attempting to over swim their capabilities.  Alcohol has been a factor in many of the deaths.  



(3) Diving head first in shallow or unknown water depths has caused neck injuries resulting in paralysis in a number of soldiers.  Before diving check the depth of the water or enter feet first.   


(4) Numerous streams, lakes, and ponds exist on or near the FH military reservation.  Those on the reservation are off limits for swimming except for the designated areas at Sierra Beach at Belton Lake.



(5) FH has numerous swimming pools included indoor pools.   Encourage personnel to use them and to stay away from unauthorized swimming areas.


l.  Seasonal hazards such as swimming, boating, hunting, cold weather, carbon monoxide poisoning, etc., during the appropriate season.


m.  Hazards Associated with Assigned Duties to include Hazard Communication (HAZCOM) and Hazard Risk Management training.  


n.  Hazard Risk Management training


o.  Conclusion.  Remind personnel that accident prevention is everyone's responsibility and must be practiced at all times, both on and off duty.   Also stress that unsafe acts and conditions noted should be immediately reported to commanders/leaders.  
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