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1. Another unfortunate accident claimed the life of a III Corps soldier when his POV struck a guard rail
at a high rate of speed and then hit another vehicle. The driver lost control of the vehicle when it struck
the guard rail and other vehicle, killing himself and seriously injuring his "buddy" passenger. While the
circumstances of the incident are still under investigation, this kind of accident should alert all of us of
POV safety measures that cannot be emphasized enough.

2. Historically, excessive speed, fatigue, and alcohol are consistently identified as contributing factors of
POV accidents. Not wearing seat belts also has contributed to the severity of injuries from accidents.

3. Driving at an excessive rate of speed and mixing alcohol with driving reflect reckless behavior, which
indicates an aggressive driving habit. Aggressive driving has been identified in numerous road rage
incidents and is a national concern. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration,
drivers between the ages of 18 and 25 are most likely to take the greatest risks on the road. While
calculated aggressiveness can be a combat multiplier in our military business, it has no place on the
road. The only sure avenue of approach for getting you, your family, and friends to your objective is to
drive safely - within established standards. These standards are written in traffic codes and, figuratively
speaking, in common sense. Obeying the speed limits, not mixing alcohol and fatigue with driving, and
always wearing seat belts are the established standards that ensure everybody's safety.

4. Commanders and leaders must consistently impress on their soldiers the significance of driving
within established standards, identifying reckless drivers, and being selective of who to ride with.
Losses due to accidents negatively impact on units' missions. In the fatal case mentioned above, one
company lost one soldier and has another one in critical condition.

5. Commanders and leaders must ensure that their soldiers receive effective POV safety briefings prior
to every holiday period. Resources for briefings are found in the G1 Safety Public Folder on the LAN.
Additionally, leaders should get involved in their soldiers' off-duty plans and activities and offer safety
advice where warranted. With everybody doing their part in support of accident prevention, we as a
whole will benefit by establishing an atmosphere of concern and caring.

Ensure this Fatality Memo receives widest dissemination and is posted on unit bulletin boards.

B. B. BELL
Lieutenant General, USA
Commanding
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